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Abstract 
 
Over the past two decades, there have been approximately 100 murders attributed 
to Indo-Canadian gangs in the Lower Mainland of British Columbia; over 50% of these 
murders have occurred in public settings. The issue of Indo-Canadian gangs has received 
tremendous media attention. Community concerns have focused on the nature and extent 
of the recent gang violence and what should be done to respond and prevent it. Some 
observers have cautioned against overreacting to the involvement of Indo-Canadians, 
while others view it as a serious problem. Still others have debated whether the 
community should get involved or whether it is exclusively a police matter.  
Although limited studies have been conducted on Indo-Canadian gangs, even 
fewer have focused on what the Indo-Canadian community thinks about the issue. This 
study examined the perceptions of Indo-Canadians, how they viewed the issue, and what 
they felt should be done about it. In the present study, survey data from 157 Indo-
Canadians residing in the Lower Mainland were examined. These finding cannot be 
generalized to the Indo-Canadian community at large due to a low response rate (13.6 per 
cent). Still, it was found that the overwhelming majority of respondents (87.2 per cent) 
felt gang violence was a problem in general and nearly two-thirds (61.7 per cent) felt that 
Indo-Canadian‟s were mostly responsible for the gang violence. Furthermore, family was 
viewed as most important in preventing gang violence, and a large majority of 
respondents (87.6 per cent) were willing to help address the issue of gang violence in 
their community. 
Based on the findings, it can be concluded that there is a division between 
perception and reality. Although Indo-Canadians engage in gang violence, the problem is 
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often sensationalized in the media resulting in a variety of misconceptions. Indo-
Canadian gang violence is not as entrenched or sophisticated compared to other crime 
groups in the Greater Vancouver Area. Therefore, gang violence is not just an Indo-
Canadian issue, but rather a global issue affecting members of all ethnic groups. Ending 
gang violence requires a collaborated effort from various agencies and individuals. No 
one agency will be able to end gang violence on its own.  
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Introduction 
 
 Since the 1990‟s, there has been a wave of gang related violence in the Indo-
Canadian community in British Columbia.
1
 To date, there have been approximately 100 
Indo-Canadian deaths as a result of gang violence. The majority of these murders have 
occurred in public settings, such as weddings, nightclubs, and movie theaters; however, 
these homicides have resulted in few arrests and even fewer convictions (Singh, 2006).  
 Indo-Canadian gangs have been ranked third behind the Outlaw Motorcycle gangs 
and Asian gangs in the Royal Canadian Mounted Police‟s (RCMP) 2005 annual report on 
organized crime in terms of their position in British Columbia‟s hierarchy of criminal 
activity (Bolan, 2005). The general perception of the RCMP and researchers is that 
attacks by Indo-Canadian gangs are more malicious and brutal in nature compared to 
other gangs (Bolan, 2005; Tyakoff, 2003). Still, Indo-Canadian gangs are unique and 
relatively new. There is no single explanation for why these gangs have emerged. What is 
known is that a number of Indo-Canadian youth, in particular, are increasingly at risk of 
engaging in organized violence. In terms of the research literature, there are only a 
limited number of studies that directly address the issue of Indo-Canadian gang violence. 
These studies generally suggest that poor integration, culture, and a clash of traditional 
and western values are the major contributors to the problem. The majority of 
recommendations from these inquiries propose that the Indo-Canadian population 
recognize that gang violence is part of their community and that they play a more active 
role in alleviating the problem (Besla et al., 2005; Tyakoff, 2003; VIRSA, 2005).  
                                                 
1
 Indo-Canadians, South Asians, and East Indians refer to people whose origin trace back to the nation of 
India. 
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 In fact, previous research has focused on how the Indo-Canadian population 
might deal with the problem (Besla et al., 2005; Tyakoff, 2003; VIRSA, 2005). However, 
there is a paucity of research examining the perceptions of the Indo-Canadian 
community, especially in terms of how they perceive gang violence and their willingness 
to participate in developing and implementing solutions. Whether the Indo-Canadian 
population views gang violence as an Indo-Canadian problem or a more general, societal 
problem is unknown. What is known is that, because of the increase in deaths, the 
government and some Indo-Canadian community leaders have begun to acknowledge the 
problem and are taking steps to address the issue.   
 The purpose of this major paper is to examine the perceived nature and extent of 
Indo-Canadian gang violence from the perspective of a sample of Indo-Canadian 
community members. In addition, this major paper will explore the degree to which these 
individuals are concerned with the level of gang violence in their community and whether 
they feel they have a direct responsibility or role to play in the reduction or prevention of 
gang violence. Lastly, this major paper will also focus on identifying community-level 
solutions or interventions. The findings will be based on a survey distributed to a random 
sample of Indo-Canadians residing in the Lower Mainland.  
Given this, this major paper is divided into five chapters. Chapter One provides a 
detailed review of the current state of research on Indo-Canadian gang violence. In 
addition this chapter examines the history and injustices suffered by Indo-Canadians; the 
significance of culture; the role culture plays in Indo-Canadian gang violence; and who is 
responsible for addressing the issue of gang violence. This chapter will also explore 
explanations for gang involvement. Due to the limited amount of research on Indo-
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Canadian gang violence, this chapter mainly focuses on existing research and initiatives 
that have been put in place. Furthermore, critical suggestions are provided to help design 
and implement „best practices‟ to prevent and respond to Indo-Canadian gang violence. 
 Chapter Two focuses on the methodology used to gather and analyze the data 
presented in this major paper. This chapter provides a detailed examination of the 
research design, data collection, and the survey instrument itself. 
 Chapter Three examines the results of the data. The focus of this particular 
chapter is on the research results and the conclusions that can be drawn from this study. 
Univariate and bivariate analyses are used to consider the data. The general 
characteristics of the sample are examined, and three main research areas are analyzed: 
(1) the perception levels of Indo-Canadian gang violence; (2) community responsibility; 
and (3) the willingness to participate in strategies to address gang violence. Several 
significant findings are highlighted in this chapter. 
 Chapter Four provides an in-depth discussion of the findings. Explanations are 
provided for understanding the key findings. This chapter also outlines a number of 
recommendations based on the findings. Finally, Chapter Five provides a general 
conclusion, considers the limitations of this study, and makes recommendations for future 
research.  
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Chapter 1: Literature Review 
 
 This literature review will analyze the relevant research related to Indo-Canadian 
gang violence to gain a better understanding of the issue. This review will examine Indo-
Canadian culture, gang membership, explanations for gang formation, and current 
community responses. This review will also examine government policies related to 
ethnic gang violence, especially Aboriginal gangs (as these gangs are considered similar 
to Indo-Canadian gangs). In effect, this literature review will address the gap in our 
understanding and subsequent need for research into the community perceptions of Indo-
Canadian gang violence.  
Background 
 
 Initial immigration to the Lower Mainland
2
 by Indo-Canadians began in the early 
1900‟s. The majority of the population was Punjabi speaking males employed by the 
lumber and construction industries. Though large numbers of people immigrated, few 
settled permanently in the Lower Mainland and population levels remained relatively low 
until the 1970‟s (Besla et al., 2005). In 1981, there were approximately 223,000 Indo-
Canadians in Canada; this tripled to 917,000 by 2001 largely due to immigration (Besla 
et al., 2005). The majority of these immigrants came from India and, to a lesser degree, 
from Sri Lanka and Pakistan.  
The Indo-Canadian population is diverse in terms of language, custom, and 
religion. Whereas in the 1900s the Indo-Canadian population was predominantly Sikh-
Punjabi in origin, Hindus, Muslims, and other religions are now more represented (Tran 
et al., 2005). In 2006, Indo-Canadians accounted for 9.9% of the Vancouver metropolitan 
                                                 
2
 The Lower Mainland refers to the area surrounding the city of Vancouver, British Columbia. It consists of 
two Regional Districts: Metro Vancouver and the Fraser Valley District. 
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area population, 16.3% of the population in Abbotsford, and 27.5% of the total 
population in Surrey, British Columbia (Fenlon, 2008; Indo-Canadian Voice, 2008).  
 From the time they arrived in Canada, Indo-Canadians were victims of overt 
racism and discriminatory practices (Besla et al., 2005). In 1907, they were banned from 
voting and entering a wide variety of professions in British Columbia, such as medicine 
and law. Stringent laws were enacted to prevent further immigration (Singh, 1994). For 
example, East Indians could only enter Canada by means of direct passage from India; 
however, at that time, no such route existed. This situation made it impossible for East 
Indians to immigrate to Canada (Singh, 1994). In addition, for those residing in Canada, 
policies were deliberately put in place to make it difficult for them to return to Canada if 
they left. For example, when Sikhs travelled to India, they were often not allowed to 
come back to Canada because of their inability to prove residency. The immigration 
department would not provide Sikhs with proper documentation when they left the 
country, even though this was not the case for other ethnic groups (Jagpal, 1994). When 
the immigration bans were finally lifted in 1947, the jobs that immigrants held in India 
were not attainable in Canada because of barriers in Canada (Besla et al., 2005). For 
example, foreign credentials were not recognized and often discredited by educational 
institutions and Canadian employers, such as those related to the medical profession 
(Metropolis, 1998). To further complicate their integration into Canadian society, many 
families tried to maintain their cultural traditions, even though these values conflicted 
with the norms practiced by the dominant culture, such as norms related to clothing, 
marriage traditions, and the role of males and females in the family and community 
(Besla et al., 2005). This continues to have a significant effect on Indo-Canadian youth 
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who often feel uncertain about their place in mainstream society (Besla et al., 2005). For 
example, unlike most youth, Indo-Canadian youth are not permitted to date (especially 
the girls), they are discouraged from marrying outside of their race, and females are 
ridiculed for going out for coffee, to movies, or to nightclubs. Simple activities that most 
youth enjoy, such as going out after school and sleepovers, are typically forbidden. 
According to Besla et al. (2005), Indo-Canadian youth live in an environment that lacks 
communication, emotional support, and is authoritative. It is “this environment that does 
not allow Indo-Canadian youth to explore their individual and cultural identities and 
develop a positive sense of self within the broader Canadian community” (Besla et al., 
2005: 9). Although Indo-Canadian parents are slowly becoming more accepting of 
Canadian cultural behaviors, Indo-Canadian youth continue to struggle with maintaining 
a balance between their parents‟ world and their own (Gill, 2007).  
 Prior to the 1980‟s, very few incidences of crime were officially recorded in Indo-
Canadian communities. In part, this was because violence within families and the 
community was often suppressed or denied (Besla et al., 2005). In particular, because 
divorce was seen as shameful, domestic violence became a normalized event for many 
Indo-Canadian women (DasGupta, 2007). Women in abusive relationships feared 
destroying their reputation, dishonoring their families, and being ostracized by their own 
community. In these conditions, many Indo-Canadians, especially women, avoided help 
because they feared that their public reputation would be destroyed (Bolan, 2006).  
 It is only in the last 20 years that public awareness and concern regarding 
escalating violence within the community has increased. This growing attention was 
largely due to the number of deaths attributed to domestic violence and Indo-Canadian 
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gang violence, in particular the brutal and public nature of these murders. In the report 
“South Asian-based group crime in British Columbia”, Tyakoff considered why there 
was an increase in Indo-Canadian criminality in the past 20 years. Primary explanations 
included the accessibility of crime and drugs, the importance of status, reputation, and 
financial success, and racism. These explanations and others will be explored throughout 
this major paper. However, before examining explanations for Indo-Canadian gang 
violence, it is imperative to understand the important role that culture plays within the 
Indo-Canadian community.  
Significance of Culture 
 
 Culture acts as a guide governing an individual‟s action, it is present in all learned 
behavior, and it actively shapes the actions of individuals from generation to generation 
(Singh, 2006). Through prevailing attitudes and beliefs, members of any cultural group 
learn how to act and what rules to follow (Singh, 2006). According to Singh, to 
understand how certain aspects of Indo-Canadian culture can lead to gang violence, one 
must examine Indo-Canadian culture “by separating the tenants of the dominant religion 
(Sikhism) from the social environment/culture of the community” (2006: 5). Indo-
Canadian culture is multi-layered. Religion is one of the most misinterpreted areas when 
attempting to understand Indo-Canadian culture (Singh, 2006). There is often the 
misconception that being an Indo-Canadian implies being a Sikh. Furthermore, there is 
also the misconception that the Sikh religion encourages the use of violence.  
 Much like all religions, the fundamental tenets of Sikhism are centered on peace 
and love for humanity. It teaches that women have equal status and recognition with men. 
Although violence has been a part of Sikhism, its use has been largely misunderstood. 
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Throughout the centuries, Sikhs have been massacred by adherents of other religions, 
such as Persians, Afghans and Muslims (Singh, 1994). For the longest time, Sikhs did not 
fight back to protect themselves, and it was not until the creation of the Khalsa on March 
30
th 
1699, that the concept of saint warriors emerged.
3
 With large numbers being 
murdered, Sikhs began to fear annihilation and the creation of the Khalsa legitimized the 
use of violence to protect Sikhs. In effect, the atrocities committed against Sikhs allowed 
for the development of the concept of violence as the only way to achieve fairness and 
justice. Although the use of violence played an integral part in the history of Sikhism, the 
Sikh religion does not condone violence. In fact, the Sikh religion does not accept 
violence as a legitimate means of achieving power, status, or wealth. 
In India, corruption is widespread and many people distrust the government and 
other organizations, such as the police (Singh, 2006). There is a stigma in India that the 
police are dangerous and corrupt. Given this, individuals are reluctant to seek their help 
(Pablo, 2007). In addition, there are several different ways to resolve disputes in India 
without involving the formal criminal justice system. For example, in rural India, 
aggrieved individuals may take matters into their own hands (Tyakoff, 2003). This can 
take the form of violence, bribing police officers, or allowing either an elderly wise man 
or the person in charge of the village to intervene and resolve the dispute (Mountain 
Voices, N/A). 
 According to Singh (2006), the 1984 attack by the Indian military against the 
Golden Temple also contributed to the distrust that many Sikhs have for the institutions 
of government.
4
 In short, the Indian Army was in pursuit of a violent Sikh militant and 
                                                 
3
 Khalsa is the highest and the most glorified state of a Sikh; one who has attained spiritual perfection. 
4
 Golden Temple is the most sacred shrine in Sikhism and is located in Amritsar, Punjab.  
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his followers who sought refuge within the Golden Temple. Under the direction of the 
government, the Indian Army attacked the temple resulting in the deaths of thousands of 
Sikhs and significant damage to sacred artifacts, scriptures, and buildings (Singh, 2006). 
Negative encounters with governments were also experienced by East Indians in Canada. 
For example, in 1914, the Canadian government ordered that the Komagata Maru, a 
freighter containing 376 Sikhs, had to leave Canadian waters or it would be blown up. 
When the Komagata Maru arrived back in Calcutta, everyone on board was charged with 
trying to overthrow the British government. Troops opened fire on the boat killing over 
50 passengers; others were imprisoned, hanged, and tortured (Jagpal, 1994). These 
individuals were not trying to overthrow the British government, but were challenging 
the exclusionist laws put in place by the Canadian government (Jagpal, 1994). This 
incidence devastated many Indo-Canadians and resulted in many losing faith in Canada 
and its institutions (Jagpal, 1994). Furthermore, the social and psychological effects of 
these events contributed to the development of Sikh communities being exclusionary and 
self-reliant. Singh (2006) stated that, due to the tight knit nature of the community, 
“everybody knows everybody”, outside help is seldom sought, and the community 
prefers to solve their own problems and remain distant from the dominant society. 
 In terms of the predominant culture within the Indo-Canadian community, it 
differs from the religious ideals of Sikhism or Hinduism (Singh, 2006). In a study 
conducted by Jheeta (1988) on Indo-Canadian women, she described South Asian culture 
as “high context” or as one which “reflects a high degree of involvement with 
relationships and stresses the importance of the context of events in which relationships 
occurs” (Singh, 2006: 9). Jheeta stated that the tenets of South Asian culture were 
10 
 
outlined by four ideals: image; status; reputation; and respect (Singh, 2006). Image and 
reputation are fundamental in how others view the family in the community; status is 
dependent on one‟s caste membership and family position in society; and loss of 
individual respect impacts the honor of the family as a whole (Jheeta, 1988). She 
suggested that every behavior and action was geared towards achieving these ideals. 
Therefore, according to Jheeta, it was these four ideals that contributed to “a number of 
high risk behaviors and attitudes that create an environment conducive to settling issues 
with violence” (Singh, 2006: 9). For example, among South Asian women, marriage is 
their ultimate goal.  If they engaged in any behavior that affected their family‟s image, 
reputation, status, or respect they would be punished emotionally, verbally, and 
physically, and if that did not work, they would be disowned (Singh, 2006). 
 Furthermore, similar to many cultures, family is extremely important in Indo-
Canadian culture and is often characterized by closeness and a supportive structure 
(Singh, 2006). Family provides the definition of “male and female roles, ideology of the 
caste…community, religion, values, beliefs, and cultural traditions” (Singh, 2006: 10). 
Family is one way in which individuals are governed by culture. Respect is the most 
valued asset in the family and children are taught to respect their elders (Singh, 2006). 
Men are taught to protect the women in the family, while women are expected to be 
caring and supportive of their counterparts (Singh, 2006). If any member of the family, 
particularly women, challenges these fundamental values, they risk violence, 
disownment, and being shunned (Singh, 2006). Thus, in essence, the family becomes the 
standard and judge of all individual decisions and behaviors.  
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 Although Sikhism recognizes that men and women are equal in terms of rights 
and status, culturally, the role of women is limited. When a son is born, parents are filled 
with joy because the family name will continue. However, the birth of a daughter is not 
seen as equally favorable (Bakshi, 2002). Boys are taught to be strong, to maintain 
respect, and to protect the women in their lives; girls are taught to be submissive. 
Nonetheless, expectations, such as having a good career, monetary success, and a stable 
family, are instilled in both male and female children from a young age (Singh, 2006).  
 Although there are many positive aspects of Indo-Canadian culture, it is a male 
dominated culture in which boys are favored more than girls and are allowed more 
freedom (Swaf News Connect, 2005). It is also a shame-based culture in which protecting 
one‟s reputation is paramount. There is a learned, complex set of rules that Indo-
Canadians must follow in order to protect family honor and to keep his/her position in the 
community. These rules include such things as what to wear, how to behave within and 
outside the family, who you can talk to, who you marry, and the people you associate 
with (Gilbert et al., 2004). For the most part, individuals base their conduct on the 
opinions of others. If one does something wrong, as long as no one sees or hears about it, 
one‟s reputation remains intact. Therefore, for many Indo-Canadians, remaining true to 
one‟s culture and maintaining the family‟s good reputation within society is paramount 
(Gilbert et al., 2004).  
The emphasis on culture in this chapter was not an attempt to deflect attention 
away from other issues. The problem of Indo-Canadian gangs is multi-faceted. It is 
steeped in cultural issues, but there are other factors that play a central role and will be 
examined below. Crime is not an integral part of the Indo-Canadian culture. However, a 
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generational gap and the clash between eastern and western values and culture have 
created a vacuum filled by irresponsibility, misconception, and a lack of awareness on 
part of all involved. This, in turn, has lead to the undesirable behavior of some young 
Indo-Canadians (Richmond Focus Group, N/A).  Before examining in detail the 
explanations for Indo-Canadian gang violence, the next section of this chapter will 
examine the definition of gangs and how the media has influenced community 
perceptions of Indo-Canadian gang violence. 
Gangs, the Media, and Indo-Canadian Gang Violence 
 
 The term “gang” can mean different things to different people. As such, defining 
this concept is difficult. Gangs can refer to a group of friends, formal criminal 
organizations, groups of youth, or to spontaneous criminal activity engaged in by loosely 
connected individuals (Grekul and LaBoucane-Benson, 2006). Consequently, how gangs 
are defined can influence the way in which individuals assess the prevalence of gang 
activity. For example, using broader definitions that include non-violent or loosely 
organized groups can provide significantly higher estimates of gang crime than more 
narrow definitions, such as groups that commit violent or serious crimes (Ministry of 
Attorney General, 1992; Esbensen and Tusinski, 2007).  
 According to Singh (2006), the definition that applies to Indo-Canadian gangs is 
one that was used in a study of Chinese gangs: 
 The word gang implies a group of persons acting in common, generally  
 for the  criminal purpose. It is also a special term designating youthful  
 groups whose  members are intensely loyal to each other and whose  
 behavior and attitudes are strongly exclusive and extremely hostile to  
 outsiders. The gang illustrates an unusual tendency to form close-knit  
 groups. The gang is regarded as a separate entity characterized by  
 anti-social behavior and delinquent practice…Each gang is  distinguished  
 by ethnic and racial differences (Joe, 1976: 13). 
13 
 
 
 Although there is no consensus on a standardized definition of gangs, there is 
some agreement on the basic elements contained in the definition above, such as: (1) 
consisting of a group of persons (typically 3 or more); (2) the existence of an allegiance 
for a common purpose; and (3) a potential for violence or intimidation to facilitate 
criminal activities (Chettleburgh, 2007). However, the primary weakness with the above 
definition is that it does not differentiate between behaviors like hanging out in a group 
and causing problems that are often associated with groups of young people who are not 
necessarily involved in criminal activities, such as teenagers (Tyakoff, 2003). 
Furthermore, not all gangs can be distinguished by ethnic and racial differences. Some 
gangs cross ethnic, racial, gender, socioeconomic, and geographical boundaries. 
 
Hybrid 
gangs are a multicultural group of individuals who get together in a less organized 
manner than traditional street gangs with less focus on turf and more focus on economic 
factors (RCMP Gazette, 2008). For example, currently one of the largest gangs in the 
Lower Mainland is the UN Gang which was members from several ethnic groups, such as 
Indo-Canadians, Persians, Asians, and Caucasians (Ramsey, 2006). Therefore, the above 
definition does not take into account that gangs are becoming increasingly hybrid in 
nature. For the purpose of this major paper, “gang” and “gang activity” will refer to a 
group of three or more Indo-Canadians who form closely-knit ties with one another for 
the purposes of engaging in criminal activity, regardless of whether they self-identify 
themselves as a gang (Singh, 2006). 
 Because much of the public‟s information about gangs derives from the media, it 
is necessary to examine the role of the media in community perceptions of gang violence.  
14 
 
One of the major criticisms of the media‟s coverage of gang issues is that it is not always 
accurate. The media has been accused of sensationalizing gang violence by focusing 
exclusively on the severity of gang activity or by making heroes out of gangsters 
(Wortley and Tanner, 2007). Moreover, according to Fasilio and Leckie (1993), the 
media has a tendency to stress the involvement of ethnic minorities in gangs resulting in a 
general belief that gangs primarily consist of ethnic minorities (JHSOA, 2001). However, 
a preliminary research study conducted by Gordon (2000) on incarcerated gang members 
in British Columbia revealed that 40% of individuals involved in gangs were of European 
ancestry and born in Canada, while approximately one-third (34 per cent) were Asians 
(JHSOA, 2001). Another conclusion of this study was that “gangs are not composed 
primarily of immigrants, and especially immigrants from Asian countries who have 
recently arrived in Canada (i.e., who have been in the country for five years or less)” 
(Gordon, 1994: 23). Gordon concluded that there was an unjustifiable fear of certain 
ethnic groups, and it was this fear that acted as a catalyst for facilitating further alienation 
and gang growth (JHSOA, 2001). In effect, marginalized ethnic groups who face 
alienation and rejection often resort to gang membership because it offers security and a 
sense of belonging (JHSOA, 2001).  
 In the past decade, Indo-Canadian gang violence has dominated headlines. This 
increase in media attention has led to the perception that Indo-Canadian gang violence is 
on the rise and becoming a very serious problem, especially in the Lower Mainland of 
British Columbia. According to an Ipsos Reid poll conducted online between February 24 
and March 3, 2006, in a representative sample of more than 8,431 Canadians, nearly two-
thirds of respondents (62 per cent) believed that some ethnic groups were more 
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responsible for crime than others (Braid, 2007; Indo link, 2006). Of greater importance, 
the same survey placed Indo-Canadians and Asians at the top of the list of ethnic groups 
most responsible for gang violence. A majority of the sample (56 per cent) identified 
Indian/East Indian as primarily responsible for the violence (Braid, 2007; Indo link, 
2006). By comparison, only 5% of the sample was concerned about Caucasian/white 
gang violence, and 1% identified Afro-American/Black, Middle Eastern/Arab/Muslim, or 
Italian gang violence as being the biggest threat (Braid, 2007; Bridge and Fowlie, 2006).
5
 
 These findings, according to criminology and sociology experts, suggested that 
“the divide between people‟s realities and their perceptions can be attributed to a number 
of factors, including media coverage of crimes, and historical perceptions of various 
ethnic groups” (Bridge and Fowlie, 2006: 1). According to Renisa Mawani, a University 
of British Columbia sociology professor, “there is really a dominant discourse or 
understanding among people in Vancouver that we do have an ethnicized crime problem, 
and that the ethnicized crime problem has largely to do with South Asian and Asian 
gangs” (Bridge and Fowlie, 2006: 1). Although this perception is inaccurate, Mawani 
suggested that it was no longer an issue of perception. Rather, there was a larger problem; 
perceptions can have a real effect on people's lives. It can affect how people live, act, and 
behave towards others (Bridge and Fowlie, 2006). Thus, the unwarranted relationship 
between minorities and crime can lead to racial stereotyping and public perceptions of 
certain groups being “super-predators” (Dart Center for Journalism and Trauma, 2006).   
 A key question is whether Indo-Canadian gang violence is unique and, therefore, 
requires a specialized community and/or justice response. An examination across Canada 
                                                 
5
 It should be noted that the small size of Vancouver respondents (n = 597) reduced the reliability of the 
survey to +/- 4% (Bridge and Fowlie, 2006; Braid, 2007). 
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suggested that one ethnic group was frequently marginalized as the source of „gangs‟ and 
„violence‟ in specific jurisdictions, namely Indo-Canadians in Vancouver, Jamaicans in 
Toronto, and Aboriginals in the Prairie Provinces. This finding was largely attributed to 
the fact that many perceived crime in ethnicized or racialized ways (Indo link, 2006). 
According to the police and academics, statistical evidence does not support such racial 
stereotypes (Bridge and Fowlie, 2006). According to criminologist Neil Boyd, “the idea 
that the color of your skin has anything to do with your tendency to crime is absurd. It‟s 
kind of disturbing to think that a lot of people out there believe that ethnicity matters 
when it comes to crime” (Indo link, 2006: 2). Former West Vancouver‟s Police Chief, 
Kash Heed, contended that gang violence was a general Canadian problem, “these 
problems were born in Canada- they didn‟t come in from anywhere else”, and based on 
arrest statistics, he stated that the majority of crimes were committed by Caucasians 
(Bridge and Fowlie, 2006:1).  
 Among the Indo-Canadian population, there is a general perception that the media 
has exaggerated Indo-Canadian involvement in gang violence. A study conducted by 
Tyakoff (2003), in which twelve focus sessions were held with segments of the Indo-
Canadian community, social service providers, and public safety officials, found that 
Indo-Canadian youth and Indo-Canadian adults, as well as some municipal workers, 
agreed that the media tended to sensationalize the Indo-Canadian gang problem.
6
 This 
was also supported by the Group of 10 Project, a federally funded task force, which 
found that the sensationalistic nature of media coverage of Indo-Canadian gangsters 
created a stereotyped perception of Indo-Canadian youth as violent (Besla et al., 2005). 
                                                 
6
 Participants were recruited from Greater Vancouver communities that experienced high levels of crime, 
such as the municipalities of Surrey, Burnaby, Richmond, Delta, and Vancouver. 
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This perception, in turn, may contribute to a self-fulfilling prophecy. Labeling Indo-
Canadian youth as “criminals” or “gangsters”, and treating them as such, may promote 
criminal behavior among those subjected to the expectation (Answer.com, 2007). 
More interestingly, at a forum at Langara College in British Columbia, in 2008, 
members from the Fijian community spoke on the issue of gang violence due to the 
murders of four Fijians within a three week time frame in 2007. It was brought to the 
public‟s attention that Fijians felt discouraged and left out from the larger Indo-Canadian 
community (Singh, 2008). They felt that the media and the Indo-Canadian community 
overlooked these tragedies. They also felt that more needed to be done to empower Fijian 
youth not to join gangs. Therefore, within the South Asian community, there was a sense 
that Punjabi/Sikhs received more media attention than other South Asian groups (Prahst, 
2008). 
 According to Indira Prasht, a sociology professor at Langara College, the media 
does have a tendency to glorify Indo-Canadian violence. She says: “if we have a predator 
that is brown, the word South Asian and Indo-Canadian becomes very highlighted” 
(Pablo, 2007:1). She stated that Indo-Canadian crimes have a tendency to make front-
page news; however, when crimes were committed by other ethnic groups, their ethnicity 
was seldom mentioned and their crimes were rarely published on the front page 
(Gwiazda, 2008). The glorification of Indo-Canadian violence in the media is not a new 
phenomenon. Between 1944 and 1974, T. Joseph Scanlan conducted a study on crime 
stories published in the two main Vancouver newspapers. He found that “the media labels 
Sikhs in a way they do not label other racial or ethnic groups (Singh, 1994: 89). News 
stories portrayed Indo-Canadians as a troublesome group, dangerous, and violent (Singh, 
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1994). He found that other races received little media attention compared to Sikhs, who 
received extensive coverage. Furthermore, Scanlan noted that all of the stories published 
about Sikhs focused on crime. Moreover, information necessary to more fully understand 
the issue was often ignored, such as the background material necessary to understand the 
conflict (i.e. cultural adjustment problems, police efforts to resolve the problems, stress, 
and strain in the Sikh community) (Singh, 1994). In effect, because the media has a 
tendency to sensationalize Indo-Canadian gang violence, the general public often 
becomes misinformed and believes that the problem is far greater than it actually is. 
There is no doubt that Indo-Canadians are involved in gang violence, this is evident from 
the number of murders that have been attributed to Indo-Canadian gang violence. 
However, some argue that the extent to which the media portrays their involvement is 
often exaggerated (Tyakoff, 2003). The media has raised the profile of Indo-Canadian 
gangs, but the majority of the information on this issue was based on incomplete data 
(Tyakoff, 2003). Therefore, the media not only needs to become more culturally 
sensitive, but the public also needs to become better educated on the issue of gang 
violence. The next section will explore the common explanations as to why Indo-
Canadians engage in gang violence.  
Explanations of Gang Formation  
 
 There are many explanations for why some communities have a larger gang 
presence than others. Racism, marginalization, deprivation, violence, despair, and lower 
socio-economic status can lead to the creation of gangs (Gang Strategy of Saskatoon, 
2006). When these problems are combined with personal, family, or peer group risk 
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factors, such as low self-esteem, child abuse, or rejection by peers, the potential for gang 
activity increases (Gang Strategy of Saskatoon, 2006).  
 One common theory regarding gang membership is that it involves a series of 
both “pulls” and “pushes”. Pulls refer to the attractiveness or “excitement factor” of the 
gang. Pushes refer to events that push youth into gangs, such as family conflict, difficulty 
adjusting to a new culture, and lack of or poor English skills (Singh, 2006). It is not only 
the material rewards that pull youth into gang membership, youth are pulled towards 
gangs because of the possible psychological benefits to be gained, such as a sense of 
belonging, protection, and the feeling of popularity. Another important factor is the 
feeling of inferiority, especially in terms of school performance or family. Furthermore, 
as described by an incarcerated gang member, youth join gangs not in a sudden and 
conscious way, but as a result of hanging around gang members for a period of time 
(Gordon, 1994). In effect, coercion of youth into gangs is not common, but associations 
with gang affiliated peers can pull youth into gang lifestyles (Gangwars: Blood Bath in 
Vancouver, 2006). According to Singh (2006), push factors were more common among 
the newcomer category of Indo-Canadian gang members. This was because newcomers 
generally viewed themselves as outcasts from both the dominant society and their own 
community (Singh, 2006). However, others have argued that Indo-Canadian gang 
membership typically does not involve pull or push factors. Instead, individuals simply 
choose this lifestyle (Gangwars: Blood Bath in Vancouver, 2006). 
 In the Tyakoff study, Indo-Canadian adults viewed gang membership as a rational 
choice, one designed to obtain money, power, and status. However, Indo-Canadian youth 
viewed membership as an opportunity to rebel against traditional Indian ways. Tyakoff 
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suggested that gangs provided the security and structure lacking at home, and provided 
youth with a sense of identity. In effect, being in a gang protected them from bullying or 
racism. Furthermore, peer pressure and exposure to criminal opportunities also played a 
role. 
 According to research by the Sikh Alliance Against Violence (VIRSA, 2005), a 
number of factors contributed to the problem of violence among youth in the Indo-
Canadian community, including family discord, culture conflict, the impact of drugs and 
the media, the lack of a unified community response, and the lack of resources (VIRSA, 
2005). Family discord was caused by the loss of connection between youth and their 
parents. According to the youth in Tyakoff‟s focus group, parents spent more time 
working and less time with their children resulting in a loss in communication. This was 
supported by Professor Indira Prasht who suggested that most Indo-Canadian parents 
were so busy working that they did not pay attention to their children‟s activities outside 
the home. This form of neglect can be targeted by gang leaders looking for 
impressionable children (Prasht, 2007). Though this may not be unique to Indo-
Canadians, talking to parents about personal matters is. For Indo-Canadian parents, this 
form of behavior was not one that they typically engaged in while growing up. Thus, 
boys and girls frequently complained that their parents did not listen to them (Tyakoff, 
2003). According to VIRSA, this loss in communication “resulted in youth lacking 
identity, spirituality, ethical values, and self esteem” (VIRSA, 2005: 2). This lack of self-
esteem, coupled with factors, such as lack of responsibility and empowerment, and an 
emphasis on status and power learned from parents, left youth vulnerable to gang 
membership and violence (VIRSA, 2005).  
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 Furthermore, VIRSA suggested that the creation of gang culture among Indo-
Canadians could be explained by “gender inequality” and an authoritarian parenting style. 
Being an only son or the first son in the family often results in a lack of discipline as 
these children are not typically taught consequences for misbehaving. This reinforced 
socially unacceptable behavior (VIRSA, 2005). Thus, parental neglect contributed to a 
youth‟s willingness to join gangs. According to Attorney General Wally Oppal, parents 
were more inclined to provide their children with material things than rules, limits, and 
guidance (Brown, 2004).  
Furthermore, Indo-Canadians, like other parents, want their children to be 
successful. However, according to Prasht, as not every child succeeds in school and, for 
those who are forced to go to school, but do poorly, gangs may be viewed as a viable 
option to make quick money (Pablo, 2007). In addition, a small number of South Asian 
immigrant parents are involved in gang activity themselves. This has been prominent in 
the trucking industry, in terms of human and weapon trafficking (Prasht, 2008; Gwiazda, 
2008). Consequently, these children see their parents engaging in criminal acts and might 
not see the negative consequences of gang involvement.  
 The second factor that contributes to Indo-Canadian gang violence is culture 
conflict or the division between Indian and Western morals and beliefs. Many Indo-
Canadian youth are caught between two cultures; the one they embrace at home and the 
one they are influenced by at school or work (VIRSA, 2005). In effect, parents enforce 
traditional values on their children to avoid criticism by community members, while the 
children resist traditional ways in order to assimilate into the broader culture. For 
example, children who are raised in western culture do not take orders, but engage in 
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debate and discussion. However, in Indian culture, one is expected to do what they are 
told without asking questions (Assisi, 2006). This can draw greater distance between 
youth and parents resulting in the sense of not belonging and low self-esteem. Youth, in 
the Tyakoff study, stated that parents, Temple leaders, and family members needed to 
become more aware of the issues facing youth and become less judgmental (Tyakoff, 
2003). 
 Another factor contributing to gang violence is drugs. Drugs are readily available 
and accessible to youth (VIRSA, 2005). Drugs are linked to geography which, according 
to Tyakoff, plays a significant role in the involvement of Indo-Canadians in gang activity. 
Concurrent with the rise of Indo-Canadian gang violence, British Columbia has also seen 
an unprecedented growth in organized criminal activity (Tyakoff, 2003). Due to its 
location, British Columbia is a gateway to Canada, the United States, and the northern 
terminus of the Interstate 5 corridor that stretches to Mexico. Consequently, British 
Columbia provides Indo-Canadian youth and young adults with opportunities to engage 
in the production, distribution, and exportation of illicit drugs, humans, and weapons 
(Tyakoff, 2003). Tied closely to the issue of drugs is the fact that the drug lifestyle is 
often glamorized in the media. Youth who are impressionable and lack guidance and 
support may fall victim to the media images of this lifestyle. According to Singh (2006), 
gang members are often viewed as martyrs. For example, for many Indo-Canadian youth, 
Bindy Johal, one of the first Indo-Canadian drug dealers, has become an infamous Indo-
Canadian gang member. According to Pais, this was largely because “he stood up to his 
school principals, he beat up those who called him racial names -- and he was making a 
lot of money even though he was in his mid-twenties. He drove fancy cars, he had girls 
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falling all over him” (1999:1). Despite being gunned down in a night club, many youth 
idolize Johal and others like him. Gang members are role models because of their 
reputation for being fearless, their links to drugs and having a glamorous lifestyle, and 
being “macho”, rather than being viewed as dead criminals. It is this perception of the 
glamorous and macho lifestyle of gangsters that inspire some youth to join gangs (Assisi, 
2007).  
 Lack of a unified community response has also contributed to the issue of gang 
violence. The Indo-Canadian community has been slow to acknowledge the problems 
facing their youth and, because of their unwillingness to obtain help, community 
responses have been lagging. In the Tyakoff study, the Police and Crown prosecutors 
repeatedly stated that parents of Indo-Canadian youth knowingly denied the existence of 
violence, thereby contributing to “a wall of silence” (Tyakoff, 2003: 18). It is this denial 
that hinders the success of investigations and prevention strategies. According to VIRSA, 
this “denial and the unwillingness to obtain help is based in the cultural stigma associated 
with recognition of the problem, due to the negative impact this would have on a family‟s 
status in the community” (2005: 3). Indo-Canadians who were interviewed in the focus 
group sessions acknowledged that denial was a problem; however, they felt it was 
overstated by public officials, possibly suggesting more denial (Tyakoff, 2003). 
Furthermore, a lack of leadership also contributed to the inability to implement a unified 
anti-gang response. Gurdwaras (Sikh temples) are the core of Sikh communities, but 
because of their divisions on various key issues, committee members from various 
Gurdwaras have failed to come together to address the issue of gang violence (VIRSA, 
2005). This conclusion is supported by Tyakoff‟s focus group sessions in which youth 
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participants suggested that temple leaders needed to be less judgmental and more aware 
of the issues facing Indo-Canadian youth, in particular the struggle between Indian and 
Western culture (Tyakoff, 2003). In addition, Indo-Canadian adult participants suggested 
that temples were no longer viewed as a central gathering place and that the programs 
offered by the temples did not attract youth participants (Tyakoff, 2003). It was 
recognized that temples could play an important role within the context of their religious 
guidelines; however, their potential was not being recognized (Tyakoff, 2003). In the 
past, temples played a vital role in the lives of Indo-Canadians, and it has been suggested 
that temple leaders need to re-examine their responsibility and play a more direct role in 
addressing gang violence among youth (Tyakoff, 2003).  
 Another factor that plays a role in addressing the issue of gang violence is the 
existence of alternatives and culturally appropriate resources, such as support services 
and programs (VIRSA, 2005). Indo-Canadian denial of gang violence has resulted in the 
lack of resources being made available. In addition, there is little knowledge of existing 
programs and a general unwillingness to use them (VIRSA, 2005). The lack of 
knowledge can be attributed to language barriers between service providers (English) and 
potential users (Punjabi, Hindi etc), and inadequate marketing. In addition, Indo-
Canadians may be hesitant to use services because of the potential to be stigmatized. 
Furthermore, support programs available to mainstream Canadian culture may not be 
culturally sensitive to Indo-Canadians and, therefore, of less value to them (VIRSA, 
2005). These issues have been noted by municipal workers, crown counsel, and the police 
who found numerous shortcomings in current programming (Tyakoff, 2003). For 
example, there was a lack of resources targeting early age intervention, as well as a lack 
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of culturally sensitive parenting and mentoring courses for Indo-Canadians (Tyakoff, 
2003). 
Profile of Indo-Canadian Gangs 
 
 In terms of their profile, Indo-Canadian gang members are somewhat diverse. 
Indo-Canadian gang members are predominately male, between 16-35 years old, and 
represent all socio-economic backgrounds (Assisi, 2006). They include recent immigrants 
from India as well as second generation Indo-Canadians. Typically, gangs are comprised 
of family members and others who may have joined as a result of schoolyard friendships 
or associations made while in prison or youth detention centers (Tyakoff, 2003). 
Generally, high school aged males are most at risk of joining a gang; however, there is a 
growing trend to involve young teenage girls who begin their criminal careers as 
prostitutes and progress to drug runners for the gang (Indo Link, June 21, 2006). The 
increased involvement of females in criminal activity can be explained, in part, by the 
strict nature of the Indo-Canadian culture. As mentioned above, there is an inequality 
between males and females in Indian culture in which girls are expected to behave in 
certain ways and are often treated as personal property (Preetlari.com, 2005).
7
  
Furthermore, while at school, children are taught about Canadian rights and 
freedoms which can conflict with traditional Indo-Canadian values (Singh, 1994). 
Participation in gangs and criminal activity may provide some girls with a way to rebel or 
challenge their cultural stereotypes. Alternatively, according to one Indo-Canadian girl, 
girls are attracted to gangsters because they feel they will gain respect once people realize 
                                                 
7
 One example of this is the dowry system. This is the tradition in which money or valuables are given to 
the groom by the bride‟s family in order to remove the “economic burden” of caring for their daughter 
(Sharma, 1982).  
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who they are associated with (Parents in Crisis, 1998). It has also been noted that some 
Indo-Canadian girls view gangs as “cash” or an easy way to make money for the 
purposes of obtaining material items (CBC News, 2006).  
 According to Tyakoff (2003), on average, Indo-Canadian gangs consist of 
loosely-knit and opportunistic groups of South Asian male youth and young adults who 
band together in the pursuit of wealth, status, and power.
8
 In these types of gangs, there 
are no formal hierarchies and activities are generally focused to specific geographic areas 
(Singh, 2006). These gangs do not have a clear purpose and the majority of their violent 
acts are fuelled by revenge or to “show face” (Singh, 2006). A large proportion of Indo-
Canadian gang conflicts are based on personal rivalries stemming from jealousy or a lack 
of respect (Singh, 2006). Crimes typically involve extortion, kidnapping, drug „rips‟, drug 
smuggling, homicides, and other violent acts (Assisi, 2006). Of growing concern, there 
are an estimated 30 to 40 separate Indo-Canadian gangs in the Lower Mainland each 
comprised of approximately three or four key members and a dozen associates (Skelton 
et al., 2004). According to the RCMP, these gangs are closest in comparison to the inner-
city street gangs in Los Angeles because members are drawn to the group by status 
(Skelton et al., 2004). Typically, young individuals want status and the respect of their 
peers and gang affiliation is one way to gain respect (Organized Crime, 2007).  
  American street gangs have been present since the early 1800‟s. Historically, they 
were ethnically based and their origins were the result of economic conditions, racism, 
and prejudice (Medicine and Society, 1999). These gang members typically came from 
the lower socio-economic classes and banded together for protection, socialization, and 
                                                 
8
 A loosely knit gang is described as having members with “diffuse and erratic” patterns of behavior 
towards each other (Spergel, 1995).  
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financial gain (Gang Booklet, 2000). According to Singh (2006), although Indo-Canadian 
gangs were similar to American minority gangs, in terms of interaction and composition, 
Indo-Canadian gang members had numerous opportunities to avoid criminal lifestyles 
(UCFV, 2006). Based on Singh‟s study sample, most Indo-Canadian gangsters lived at 
home with their families. They came from middle class homes with a supportive network 
of family and friends. However, it was the supportive network that made it easier to 
engage in the criminal lifestyle (UCFV, 2006). Staff Sgt. Wayne Rideout, head of the 
RCMP‟s Integrated Homicide Team, described Indo-Canadian gang members as “mama's 
boys, they live with their moms. Their moms wash their clothes. Their moms cook their 
meals. And they go out and commit murders and then come home” (Skelton et al., 2004: 
1).  
 Based on his sample of Indo-Canadian gang members, Singh (2006) found that 
there were three types of gang members: newcomers; first-generation; and the wealthy. 
These groups were mutually exclusive and usually did not mix with each other. 
According to Singh (2006), newcomers consisted of individuals who spent their 
formative years in India and typically immigrated to Canada when they were between 10 
to 13 years old. Many of these individuals left their parents in India and lived with their 
extended families in Canada. They came to Canada with high hopes and aspirations that 
were frequently unfulfilled (Singh, 2006). One contributing factor was pressure from 
both their immediate and extended families to succeed (Singh, 2006). This pressure not 
only included amassing wealth, but also the need to be an obedient child and to show 
appreciation for coming to Canada. This group constantly feared being sent back to India 
if they failed. This group also had the most difficulty assimilating into the dominant 
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society as English was often their second language. This resulted in many doing poorly in 
school and becoming laborers because they lacked the required knowledge and skills to 
obtain higher status employment (Singh, 2006). In addition, they were often 
discriminated against by the dominant class and by members of their own community 
who labeled them as “dippers” or “FOBs” (East Indians who are unable to speak English 
and assimilate) (Singh, 2006). The constant shunning often led to resentment which made 
them vulnerable to gang life. To abandon the image of a FOB, some newcomers engaged 
in intimidation, assault, and theft as a means to obtain respect (Singh, 2006). In effect, 
this group had something to prove and used gang life as a way to vent frustration and 
achieve respect and success (Singh, 2006). 
  The next category of gang members were first-generation immigrants. This group 
was defined as “individuals who have spent the majority of their formative years in the 
new country” (Singh, 2006: 26). The main difference between this group and the first 
group was cultural exposure. First generation Indo-Canadian youth were exposed to two 
cultures at an early age and were able to assimilate to the dominant society easier than 
newcomers (Singh, 2006). This group was raised in an environment designed to make life 
easier for them. Most belonged to middle-class families, where the males were raised as 
heirs and had access to higher education. For this group, deviant behavior was often 
excused by their parents and was seen as part of growing up. As a result, this group 
mainly avoided punishment for their actions. It was often during high school that first 
generations were exposed to gang life. They began to associate with the “wrong crowd”, 
and were willing to engage in crime to gain status, wealth, and material items (Singh, 
2006). Because they had access to higher education, first generation males were expected 
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to be successful. However, some members of this group did not have the patience or 
skills to be successful through legal means, thus gang life became an attractive alternative 
(Singh, 2006). Thus, first generation males often used false pretenses, such as going to 
school or having a job, to avoid rumors of gang membership and to keep family members 
from questioning their lifestyle (Singh, 2006). 
 The last category of gang members were wealthy gang members. The 
characteristics of these members were similar to the first-generation category; however, 
they came from successful families that were respected in the community (Singh, 2006). 
What made this group unique was that these members did not have to prove themselves 
worthy or become deeply involved in crime because they already had wealth (Singh, 
2006). As such, these individuals had a tendency to keep their distance from every day 
gang activities, but served as core members who provided the resources (Singh, 2006).  
 In effect, the profile of Indo-Canadian gang members varies. They are not limited 
to a particular socio-economic status or education levels, and, while some are 
immigrants, others are Canadian-born. Therefore, causal factors, such as class, status, and 
racism have some bearing on Indo-Canadian gang violence; however, the extent to which 
they contribute to the problem remains unclear (Tyakoff, 2003). While additional 
research in this area is needed, Indo-Canadian gang members have the need for wealth, 
power, and status in common.  
Indo-Canadian Crime Statistics 
 
 In order to understand the extent of Indo-Canadian gang violence, the following 
section will examine Indo-Canadian crime statistics. Media attention and public outcry 
has played a significant role in raising the profile of Indo-Canadian gang violence. 
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According to Tyakoff (2003), this, along with fear of crime and ethnic stereotyping, has 
magnified the scope and nature of the threat posed by Indo-Canadians (Tyakoff, 2003). 
Tyakoff suggested that, in order to obtain proper insight into the violence committed by 
this group, it should be considered in a broader context. Therefore, it is important to look 
at official statistics.
9
 
 In terms of Indo-Canadian violence, statistics on Indo-Canadian victims since 
1994 suggested that, although violence was increasing among Indo-Canadians, it was 
significantly lower compared to the general public (Tyakoff, 2003). Between 1994 and 
June 2003, there were 62 Indo-Canadian homicides reported in the Greater Vancouver 
area.
10
 The majority of these victims were shot, three victims were burned to death, six 
were stabbed, and others were strangled and beaten to death (Tyakoff, 2003). The bodies 
of four individuals were never found and presumed dead; 26 of these homicides occurred 
in a public setting, ten occurred at the victim‟s home, and the remaining occurred at 
locations that have not been publically disclosed (Tyakoff, 2003). According to Tyakoff, 
“the methods of homicide were not entirely atypical of the type used by other ethnically-
based criminals, including Canadian born criminals of European ethnic origin. However, 
qualitatively, the level of violence is significant and has set Indo-Canadian gangs apart 
from others in B.C.” (2003: 7).  
 In Canada, violent crime has generally declined since 1993. In 1996, there were 
633 homicide (which included first and second degree murder, manslaughter, and 
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 All crime statistics are based on the Tyakoff report (original source was the Vancouver Police 
Department). Note: more recent stats were unattainable. 
 
10
 Based on Statistics Canada, the total number of homicides reported between 1994 and 2003 in Greater 
Vancouver was 518. Indo-Canadians account for 0.119% of the homicides in Greater Vancouver 
(Statistic‟s Canada, 2007). 
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infanticide) and 848 attempted murders reported to the police (Tyakoff, 2003). This 
accounted for less than 1% of all reported violent incidents (2.1 homicides per 100,000 
populations) (Tyakoff, 2003). Of these homicides, 125 occurred in British Columbia and 
only two were attributed to Indo-Canadians (Tyakoff, 2003). 
 In 2001, violent crimes in Canada increased slightly (+1%); however, there was a 
decline in British Columbia (-3%). There were 554 homicides and 721 attempted murders 
reported in 2001 in Canada. Of these, 85 were in British Columbia of which 11 involved 
Indo-Canadians. This accounted for 12.9% of all homicides in British Columbia 
(Tyakoff, 2003). Tyakoff concluded that the crime rate of Indo-Canadians was low 
compared to the overall crime rate in British Columbia; however, it did represent an 
increase from 1996 (Tyakoff, 2003). This implied that, even though the crime rate for 
Indo-Canadians was low, activity among this group contributed more to the overall 
Canadian homicide rate. This increase in criminal activity led to the increase in media 
and public attention to Indo-Canadian gang violence. According to Tyakoff, the increase 
in crime among Indo-Canadians was fuelled by a widening generation gap between 
Canadian born children and their traditional immigrant parents and involved a small 
percentage of Indo-Canadian youth and young adults who were caught up in a pattern of 
co-offending.
11
 
Responsibility of Gangs 
There is a general societal view that the responsibility to prevent and respond to 
gangs, for the most part, lies with the police. A John Howard‟s Society report on gangs 
found that “a cross country evaluation of current responses from government, law 
                                                 
11
 Co-offending is defined as two or more persons acting together. 
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enforcement, communities, and individuals suggests that gangs are primarily considered a 
law enforcement concern” (JHSOA, 2001: 14). This conclusion was supported by the 
amount of funding given to law enforcement compared to community agencies for the 
purpose of responding to gangs. Although the John Howard‟s Society report did not 
provide funding levels, it stated that federally, in 2000, the RCMP received $584 million 
to address organized crime. In addition, between 2000 and 2003, the Solicitor General 
received $883 million which was directed to the RCMP to combat gang related crime 
(JHSOA, 2001).  
Although law enforcement plays a significant formal role in combating gang 
violence, more recently, it has been recognized that there is an increasing role for 
community agencies, such as the development and implementation of education, 
prevention, leadership, and support programs. Due to the general perception that there 
has been an increase in gang violence among Indo-Canadians, it has been proposed by 
government officials and the police that the Indo-Canadian community deals with the 
issue more directly and explicitly (Austin and Middleton, 2002; Bolen, 2005). Given this, 
the next section will examine how the Indo-Canadian community has been responding to 
gang violence.  
Community Response to Indo-Canadian Youth Violence 
 A number of programs exist to address the issue of gang violence. However, their 
effectiveness is seldom evaluated. Mellor et al. (2005) conducted a preliminary review of 
77 anti-youth gang programs in Canada and found that programs were largely 
community-based involving many partners, such as the police, outreach workers, health 
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care professionals, and ex-gang members. Most of these programs focused on awareness, 
education, and prevention. Most importantly, only 3% of the programs pursued an anti-
gang strategy.
12
 They found that the two most common methods of preventing gang 
activity in these programs were to minimize risk factors and reduce the opportunities for 
youth to enter gangs (Mellor et al., 2005). Still, Mellor and his colleagues concluded that 
little was known about the effectiveness of these types of programs. However, they 
believed the community was in the best position to take ownership of the gang problem, 
to identify possible solutions, and to address the risk factors that made youth vulnerable 
to gangs (Mellor et al., 2005). It was also found that, although steps were being taken 
nationally to prevent and respond to gangs, programming, in general, was lacking.  
 In terms of community responses to Indo-Canadian gang violence, there are no 
simple solutions. Organizations, such as the Vancouver Police Department, have openly 
asked the Indo-Canadian community for their help in responding to gang violence. They 
recognized that “without co-operation from within the Indo-Canadian community, 
progress on solving the murders and preventing further murders is extremely difficult” 
(Austin and Middleton, 2002: A4). 
 There has emerged numerous community-based organizations, including Sikh 
Alliance against Youth Violence (VIRSA), Unified Network of Indo-Canadians for 
Togetherness through Education and Discussion (UNITED), and Sikh Societies of the 
Lower Mainland (SSOLM), designed to respond to gangs by providing a range of 
                                                 
12
 Anti-gang strategies refer to a wide range of criminal justice activities in which police, prosecution, 
parole, and others work to limit and assure accountability for the criminal activity of gangs and gang 
members. They also target pre-gang involvement. The most common form of anti-gang strategy is 
suppression which focuses on identifying the most dangerous and influential gang members and removing 
them from the community. It involves surveillance, stakeouts, targeted patrol, and intelligence gathering 
(Lafontaine et al., 2005; U.S. Department of Justice, 2008).  
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resources. VIRSA was started by Harbans Kandola in 2002 with the aim of “providing 
youth with opportunities and support families to prevent and remedy violence, alcohol 
abuse, and drug use among Indo-Canadian youth” (VIRSA, 2005: 1). Through education 
in lifestyles, ethical values, and heritage, the mission of VIRSA is to “build self-esteem, 
self-pride, leadership, and good citizenship among Indo-Canadian youth and families” 
(VIRSA, 2005: 1). 
 In 2003, Amar Randhawa co-founded UNITED, a group designed to educate 
elementary aged children and get them involved in sports programs. This group also 
provides seminars to teach parents about the importance of getting involved in their 
children‟s lives. The group is also involved in information dissemination. They produce 
resources that highlight role models for kids and media announcements highlighting the 
dangers of drug trafficking (Gangwars: Bloodbath in Vancouver, 2006). 
 Lastly, SSOLM is comprised of all the local Gurdwaras (Sikh temples) in the 
Lower Mainland. Their main objectives include:  
(1) a list of all available programs and resources for youth and parents in 
the community and make them known throughout the community; (2) to 
support these organizations and programs; and (3) to act as an advocate for 
the community with various levels of government and other agencies 
(SSOLM, 2005: 3).  
    
 
 In 2002, the B.C Government formed an Indo-Canadian taskforce to respond to 
the cycle of violence. This taskforce was composed of RCMP officers and municipal 
police officers from New Westminster, Vancouver, and Delta (Wickett, 2003). It was 
quietly disbanded in early 2004. According to Solicitor General Rich Coleman, it was 
disbanded after investigative leads dried up (Quarterly, 2004). Members from the Indo-
Canadian community were upset and urged the government to reconsider. With the 
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efforts of SSOLM, the taskforce was later replaced by the B.C Integrated gang task force 
which focuses on gang activity generally. The new task force became operational in April 
2005. Between 2005 and 2008, the government invested 30 million dollars in the task 
force which consists of 60 full-time police officers and 13 civilian staff (Asian Pacific 
Post, 2006).  
 In addition to these efforts, a number of forums have been held to open dialogues 
between law enforcement agencies and the public, and many different programs have 
been implemented to combat gang violence. The federal government also developed a 
task force called the “Group of 10 Project”. This task force consisted of 10 Indo-
Canadians from the Lower Mainland responsible for reviewing all of the information 
available on Indo-Canadian gangs in the hopes of identifying an “Integrated Action Plan” 
to serve as a guide for implementing initiatives and allocating funds aimed at reducing 
Indo-Canadian gang violence (Besla et al., 2005). The review concluded that, although 
there were a number of culturally sensitive initiatives in place, including recreation and 
recognition programs, intervention, and guidance programs, and public awareness and 
education programs, these efforts had to be expanded “in a manner that ensures 
maximum impact as well as optimal use of, and accountability for, the spending of 
community and government resources” (Besla et al., 2005: 13). In order to achieve this 
expansion, effectiveness, and accountability, the creation of South Asian Youth and 
Family Integration Strategy (SAYF) was recommended for the Lower Mainland (Besla et 
al., 2005). The objective of SAYF was to “facilitate, coordinate, and monitor the 
community response to South Asian youth violence” (Besla et al., 2005: 13). It was 
further recommended that SAYF operate under a Board consisting of 8 to 10 Indo-
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Canadians with representatives from all three levels of government (Besla et al., 2005). In 
addition, based on existing research on the effectiveness of programming, the Group of 
10 Project recommended the development of a number of different programs targeting 
Indo-Canadians, such as mentoring programs, a youth violence and criminality 
prevention course, academic skills programs, and parent education programs.  
 The National Mentoring Centre noted that successful mentoring programs could 
have a significant effect on the lives of youth by improving academic standing, reducing 
risky behaviors, and improving emotional and social development (Besla et al., 2005). 
However, in order to be effective, mentors and their mentees needed to meet a minimum 
of once a week for one to two hours (Besla et al., 2005). The Group of 10 believed that 
such a program could be valuable to youth struggling with identity issues, specifically as 
a result of culture conflicts (Besla et al., 2005). In addition, based on the G.R.E.A.T. 
(Gang Resistance Education and Training) program, which was developed in the United 
States, the Group of 10 recommended the development and implementation of a 
specialized course focusing on youth violence and criminality prevention (Besla et al., 
2005). The G.R.E.A.T. program was a school-based officer instructed program which 
focused on prevention by providing students with the skills needed to help them avoid 
engaging in delinquent behavior (G.R.E.A.T, 2007). Rather than having strictly 
uniformed officers instruct the program, the Group of 10 recommended that the program 
be carried out by individuals with life experiences, such as ex-gang members (Besla et 
al., 2005). The specialized course would teach the reality of gang life and would involve 
a nine week curriculum targeting youth in grades 6 to 9.  
37 
 
 Furthermore, anecdotal evidence suggested that a large number of Indo-Canadian 
youth were performing below expectations in regards to the Provincial Curriculum, 
especially in numeracy skills and literacy (Besla et al., 2005). Therefore, it was 
recommended that an Academic Skills after school program for Indo-Canadians be 
developed and available to youth at all developmental stages (Besla et al., 2005). This 
recommendation was based on the success of similar programs in the United States, 
which found that these programs kept children safe, improved academic achievement, 
aided in relieving stress on working parents, and served a violence prevention and 
intervention function for youth (Besla et al., 2005). For example, a UCLA evaluation of 
an after school program found that participants had better school attendance and higher 
scores on literacy and numeracy standardized tests than non-participants (Besla et al., 
2005). Furthermore, a joint study conducted by the U.S Department of Justice and 
Education found that “students in after school programs exhibit fewer behavioral 
problems, demonstrated better ability to manage and resolve conflicts, and displayed 
improved self-confidence” (Besla et al., 2005: 20).   
 According to social learning theory, children exposed to violence, changing 
family situations, and uncertainty about their futures learned unhealthy ways of reacting 
to life‟s challenges and stresses (Besla et al., 2005). It was believed that these influences 
affected Indo-Canadian youth and, to counter them, there was a need to create 
opportunities for youth to acquire important life skills. Given this, it was recommended 
by the Group of 10 that life skills programs be developed to teach youth how to better 
assess their social situation and avoid the use of violence (Besla et al., 2005).  
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 Lastly, South Asian gang violence can stem from cultural conflicts occurring 
within the family setting, typically between parents and the youth or grandparents and 
youth. Therefore, the Group of 10 recommended that a Parenting Education Program be 
implemented in which Indo-Canadian parents learned about “critical relationship issues 
in the family, such as the importance of healthy attachment, the stages of development 
that children go through, and the need to have open communication with children about 
their needs and goals” (Besla et al., 2005: 23). The goal of the program was to support 
parents, rather than placing blame on them.  
The majority of the program recommendations made by the Group of 10 have 
been used in the past by numerous agencies in various countries. The most promising 
gang initiatives were comprised of prevention, intervention, and suppression strategies 
which strategically engaged the talents of youth, family, the community, educators, 
mental health practitioners, police, and the courts (Salt Lake Area Gang Project, 2007). 
Overall, the major strengths of the recommendations made by Group of 10 were that they 
suggested a variety of programs that involved key players in the lives of youth. A major 
limitation of the Group of 10‟s comments was that there were other more successful 
programs than the ones recommended, in particular the specialized course based on the 
G.R.E.A.T (Gang Resistance Education and Training) program. A five year longitudinal 
study conducted by the Department of Justice found that G.R.E.A.T “has modest positive 
effects on adolescents‟ attitudes and delinquency risk factors, but no effects on their 
involvement in gangs and actual delinquent behaviors” (National Institute of Justice, 
2004:1). The benefit of this program included educating youth regarding the 
consequences of gang involvement and favorable attitudes towards the police. However, 
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because the program did not reduce gang membership or future delinquent behavior, the 
program should be used with other strategies. Another limitation of the report was that 
the Group of 10 did not discuss any options for reaching vulnerable youth who were not 
in school. 
 It should be noted that, despite MP Raymond Chan‟s efforts to persuade the 
federal government to accept the recommendations made by the Group of 10, to date, 
these recommendations have not been implemented (Voice Online, 2006). Despite the 
shared concerns from the Group of 10 and Vancouver-Fraser MP Ujjal Dosanjh, it is 
unclear why the conservative federal government has not acted more directly (Burrows, 
2006). Rob Sandhu, a retired secondary-school teacher and a member of the project, said 
that after meeting with Indo-Canadian politicians, it was unclear why they were not 
responsive to the report‟s recommendations (Pablo, 2007). Nonetheless, the SSOLM 
continues to lobby both the federal and provincial governments to adopt some of the 
recommendations made by the Group of 10.  
Government’s Response to Gangs  
 
 In Canada, there are a number of ethnic gangs more prevalent than Indo-Canadian 
gangs. As mentioned earlier, in Toronto, there are many African-American gangs, 
Montreal has Haitian and Jamaican gangs, and Aboriginal gangs are frequent in 
Winnipeg. Aboriginal gangs are unique as “they arise from a specific set of 
circumstances, a particular configuration of social, institutional, economic, and political 
contexts, and they result in consequences that affect all Canadians” (Criminal Intelligence 
Service Saskatchewan, 2005: 1). Aboriginal gangs are typically involved in opportunistic, 
spontaneous, and disorganized street-level criminal activities, such as low-level 
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trafficking of marihuana, cocaine, prostitution, and break and enter. These gangs are less 
organized; therefore, their ability to plan sophisticated crimes is relatively low. However, 
their propensity of violence is high, thereby posing a substantial threat to public safety 
(Criminal Intelligence Service Saskatchewan, 2005). More recently, there has been an 
increase in the involvement of female youth in Aboriginal gangs. In terms of addressing 
the issue of Aboriginal gangs, research has indicated that Aboriginal communities must 
become directly engaged in strategies designed to reduce gang activity. To develop 
meaningful services that are reflective of Aboriginal traditions, philosophies, and 
worldviews, it is necessary for the justice community to collaborate with Aboriginal 
Elders, stakeholders, community members, and educators (Lafontaine et al., 2005). 
Similar to the Indo-Canadian community, Aboriginal communities are taking a more 
active role in responding to and preventing gangs. For example, in Saskatchewan, the 
Federation of Saskatchewan Indian Nations (FSIN) formed the Youth Gang Awareness 
Cultural Camp which gives youth an opportunity to interact with elders and role models 
who work toward deglamourizing gang life (Grekul and LaBoucane-Benson, 2006). 
 Rather than focusing specifically on certain ethnic gangs, there have been a 
number of strategies put in place to deal with the issue of gang violence in general. In 
Saskatoon, as of October 2005, 15 federal, provincial, municipal, and Aboriginal 
departments met to develop the Gang Strategy of Saskatoon (Gang Strategy of 
Saskatoon, 2006). This strategy recognized the need for a multi-layered, community 
centered approach to deal with the issue of gangs. It intended “to coordinate with existing 
programs and services to achieve the following goals: 
- Increase public knowledge about gangs; 
- Decrease the number of people attracted to the gang lifestyle; 
41 
 
- Address underlying risk factors associated with gang membership; 
- Target gang members and associates; and 
- Reduce gang related crime through disrupting and dismantling their relationships” 
(Gang Strategy of Saskatoon, 2006: 3). 
 
 In Edmonton, “Community Solution to Gang Violence” (CSGV) aimed to reduce 
gang activity through prevention and intervention. This project involved 100 individuals 
who represented approximately 40 community organizations, three levels of government, 
and the Edmonton Police. The strategy was administered through the Native Counseling 
Services of Alberta‟s (NCSA) (Grekul and LaBoucane-Benson, 2006). The project was 
based on the notion that, while the police and the justice system play a major role in the 
enforcement and suppression of gang violence, it was the community that was in the best 
position to address the underlying causes of gang violence and, therefore, to mobilize 
people to take measures to prevent young people from being drawn into gangs (Grekul 
and LaBoucane-Benson, 2006). 
 The Canadian government has invested money and people into preventing and 
responding to gang violence. Depending on the urgency and nature of the violence, the 
ways in which the government responds varies. It can include toughing laws, such as the 
proposal of a new drug bill (Bill C-26) which imposes mandatory minimum sentences for 
producing and importing drugs, forming task forces or specialized units, or holding 
forums and educating the community. More recently, in British Columbia due, to the 
increase in gang violence, some initiatives the province has taken include funding an 
additional 900 police officers to help combat the problem (Meissner, 2009). In the Lower 
Mainland alone, an additional 168 officers and 10 prosecutors will be dedicated to 
targeting gang violence (Canadian Press, 2009). Furthermore, the British Columbian 
government created a $40 million PRIME data management system to identify and target 
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criminal organizations and people across districts (Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor 
General, 2008). This program has played a key role in information sharing. The province 
has also secured $53 million federal dollars to combat organized crime and gang 
violence. It is also investing $153 million to increase jail space, is looking to outlaw 
armored vehicles and body armor, and targeting gang members who carry weapons and 
evade taxes (Canadian Press, 2009). The federal government has also implemented many 
strategies and initiatives to address gang violence. For example, the federal government 
has provided funding for various anti-gang programs, such as “the Surrey Wrap Team”, 
which targets vulnerable youth (Bolan, 2009). The federal government has strengthened 
the criminal code in areas of gun crime, such as tougher mandatory prison sentences for 
gun crimes, and reverse bail onus where repeat offenders must prove why they should be 
released on bail (Hall, 2009). However, the government cannot solve the problem alone. 
There is a growing trend to get other agencies and individual citizens involved in 
combating gang violence. For example, in the Lower Mainland, the formation of the B.C 
Integrated Gang Task Force, the Violence Suppression Team, and multiple forums with 
both the Indo-Canadian community and communities in general.   
Summary of the Literature Review 
 
 Gang violence is a serious concern in both the Lower Mainland and across 
Canada. Gang members come from all racial, cultural, and socioeconomic groups. Gang 
violence is not exclusive to Indo-Canadians; it affects all groups. However, in order to 
obtain a comprehensive understanding of Indo-Canadian gang violence, one needs to 
become familiar with Indo-Canadian culture. This not only provides an understanding of 
why a very small proportion of the Indo-Canadian community engages in gang activity, 
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but how community members consider the issue and their response to it. Indo-Canadian 
gang violence is more pronounced in the Lower Mainland than anywhere else in Canada 
(Skelton et al., 2004). Nonetheless, this gang violence is unique when compared to other 
countries where gang members generally come from the lower classes and have less 
supportive networks (Brown, 2004). Given this, Indo-Canadian gang members are 
somewhat different from the standard profile of gang members. Their members are 
typically not recruited from those pushed out of homes or their support networks. Rather, 
gang members come from well-to-do families and gang membership is a chosen way of 
life. Indo-Canadian gang membership is based on lifestyle; profits from crime are spent 
supporting a luxurious lifestyle characterized by cars, parties, jewelries, and women 
(Gangwars: Blood Bath in Vancouver, 2006). 
 The overwhelming majority of Indo-Canadians are law abiding citizens. 
However, there has been an increase in Indo-Canadian violence over the past 20 years. 
Although membership numbers are still small, it is evident that a proportion of Indo-
Canadian youth engage in gang activity. Due to the violent nature of their attacks, there 
has been a heightened sense of public fear and exaggerated misconceptions concerning 
“Sikh youth violence” and “criminal gang activity” (Tyakoff, 2003). To some degree, the 
Indo-Canadian community blames the media for exaggerating the size and scope of the 
problem. While some community members believe that there is no “Indo-Canadian” gang 
violence, others acknowledge it, but are quick to point out that it is not as bad as 
portrayed by the media and the police.  
 There is no dispute that some Indo-Canadians engage in gang violence. Despite 
the number of murders, some individuals do not accept the premise that the Indo-
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Canadian community is producing more gangsters than any other ethnic group. Rather 
than culture, some view drugs as the root of the problem (Zytaruk, 2004). For example, 
Russ Chamberlin, a Richmond lawyer stated, 
 I don't think there's any more violence in that alleged community than any other  
 alleged culture," "brown-skinned boys" tend to be more ostentatious in their 
 conspicuous consumption than whites, and therefore draw more attention to 
 themselves (Zytaruk, 2004:1). 
 
Chamberlin also suggested that police focused all of their attention on Indo-Canadian 
gangs because they were too afraid to focus attention on other gangs, such as the Hells 
Angels. Others have argued that the fault lies within the Indo-Canadian community. The 
community is relatively small and individuals tend to know one another. Therefore, those 
involved in violence are likely known to the community.  
 An important question is whether Indo-Canadian gangs require a specialized 
response. When comparing the two situations of Aboriginal gangs in Winnipeg and Indo-
Canadian violence in British Columbia, successful actions taken towards solving gang-
related crimes always involve the specific community. The strategies used to respond to 
Aboriginal gang violence did not directly target families, but those members of the ethnic 
community who had influence, namely the elders. The solution of Indo-Canadian gang 
violence likely requires families to cooperate in the identification of criminals, as well as 
actively preventing and addressing the root cause of Indo-Canadian gang violence. 
 The authorities suggest that the problem with Indo-Canadian gang violence is not 
an issue of cracking down on guns and drug dealers, but rather of changing the general 
attitudes towards the criminal culture ingrained in individuals (Brown, 2004). After 
reviewing research-based studies, academic articles, and numerous media reports, it is 
clear that one area needs to be examined in greater detail. To date, there have been no 
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studies that specifically examine the views of the general Indo-Canadian population. In 
the media, there are a number of agencies consistently stating that the Indo-Canadian 
community is finally discussing the issue openly (Hansard, 2004). Comments are often 
made, such as: the community is taking ownership in dealing with the gang violence; 
community leaders and temple leaders are trying to find ways to address the issue; and 
the government and police officials are taking the matter seriously (Hansard, 2004). The 
fact is that, although agencies are working together and forums are being held to help 
solve the problem, it is still unknown how the majority of Indo-Canadians feel about the 
gangs in their communities.  
 Given this, the current study was designed to answer the following three critical 
questions: (1) what is the perceived level of Indo-Canadian gang violence among the 
Indo-Canadian community and does the community perceive Indo-Canadian gang 
violence as a problem?; (2) to what extent, if any, do Indo-Canadian community 
members feel responsible for the level of Indo-Canadian gang violence?; and (3) to what 
extent, if any, is the Indo-Canadian community willing to actively participate in strategies 
designed to reduce and prevent the level of gang violence?   
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Chapter 2: Methodology 
 
 This chapter will present the specific research questions and describe the study 
design, the sample, data collection procedures, and the survey instrument.  
Research Questions and Hypotheses 
 
           The purpose of this project was to understand the nature and extent of Indo-
Canadian gang violence from the perspective of a sample of Indo-Canadian community 
members. Additional goals of this research were to: (1) examine the degree to which 
community members were concerned with the level of gang violence; (2) determine 
whether they believed that they had a direct responsibility for or role to play in the 
reduction or prevention of gang violence; and (3) identify community-level solutions or 
interventions. Finally, relationships between community members‟ perceptions of gang-
related issues and age, gender, education level, ethnicity (within South Asian 
community), citizenship status, and other key static and non-static variables were 
explored to identify any differences in attitudes or perceptions based on demography.  
Research Design 
 
             A cross-sectional research design was used to elicit perceptions of the Indo-
Canadian community regarding the issue of Indo-Canadian gang violence. This 
methodology was selected in order to collect data at a specific time-point to create a 
„snapshot‟ of the characteristics, opinions, and/or attitudes of the sample. Although this 
method was limited in its ability to demonstrate over-time changes or causality, the 
results of this study could identify important sample characteristics.   
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The Sample           
 The Indolink South Asian Directory was used as the sampling frame in order to 
obtain the sample used for this study. This directory contained the names of all Indo-
Canadians who were listed with the Telus directory. There were approximately 45,184 
households listed in the South Asian directory in 2007. Systematic sampling was used to 
randomly draw 1,200 names from the directory. The eligibility criteria for inclusion in 
the sample were: (1) being Indo-Canadian; (2) at least 18 years of age; and (3) residing at 
the address listed in the directory. 
Procedure 
         
A mail survey was administered to the randomly-drawn sample of 1,200 Indo-
Canadians. A mail survey option was chosen because it permitted large amounts of data 
to be collected over a short period of time. Moreover, structured questions facilitated data 
coding and the variety of statistical analyses. To ensure a high compliance rate and timely 
data collection, follow-up telephone calls were made soon after the surveys were mailed. 
Respondents were asked to complete the survey and return it to the researcher within ten 
days.   
           The survey was administered in Punjabi and English. The results of this study 
were based on the responses from the 157 surveys returned.     
Data Collection 
       
Data was collected between March, 2007 and April, 2007.  The collected data was 
aggregated to ensure respondent confidentiality. While the lead researcher had the list of 
the 1,200 addresses where the surveys were mailed, no names or other identifying 
information was placed on the mailed surveys to ensure confidentiality, and respondents 
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were instructed to not put their names on the return envelopes or anywhere else on the 
survey. When the lead researcher received a completed survey, the data was entered by a 
student into an SPSS database. 
Response Rate 
A total of 1,200 surveys were mailed to potential respondents. Of these, 46 were 
undeliverable. The response rate was 13.6% (N = 157). Of the returned surveys, one-fifth 
(20.4 per cent) were returned in Punjabi. While it is impossible to know the reasons why 
the large majority of surveys were not returned to the researcher, the low response should 
caution us against generalizing the findings from this study.  
The Survey Instrument 
       
The survey instrument was constructed by the researcher in consultation with the 
researcher‟s faculty advisors at the School of Criminology and Criminal Justice at the 
University of the Fraser Valley. The survey consisted of 30 closed-end questions 
designed to elicit respondents‟ perceptions of Indo-Canadian gang violence and one 
open-ended question to allow respondents to include their own comments (see Appendix 
A for the survey instrument).  Respondents were asked for their perceptions of: 
(1)  the extent to which they perceived Indo-Canadian gang violence as a serious 
problem; 
(2)  the most serious problems associated with Indo-Canadian gang violence; 
(3)  the most important sources and antecedents of this problem; 
(4)  community and government responses to the Indo-Canadian gang violence 
problem (information/education/prevention); and 
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(5)  which activities they would be willing to undertake and support to address the 
Indo-Canadian gang violence issue.  
 
In addition, data was obtained about the respondents‟ age, gender, marital status, 
employment, citizenship status, ethnicity (within South Asian community), highest level 
of education, and the general area that they resided in within the Lower Mainland.    
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Chapter 3: Results 
 
 
 This chapter examines the results based on the findings from the survey.
 13
 In 
addition to univariate analyses, a series of bivariate analyses were conducted in which the 
association between each respective dependent variable and the set of categorical 
independent variable were examined. There were approximately 65 individual analyses 
conducted on the data. Given this, this chapter will only discuss those findings that 
yielded significant results, as well as some that were not statistically significant, but 
important. Explanations of the findings will be discussed in the next chapter.   
General Demographic Characteristics of the Sample  
 
Of the 157 surveys collected, nearly three-quarters (72.4 per cent) of the 
respondents were males (see Table 1). This was an overrepresentation of males in the 
general Indo-Canadian population (50.6 per cent).
14
  In terms of the location of their 
primary residence, a minority (43.5 per cent) resided in Surrey (see Table 1). This was an 
underrepresentation. According to the 2006 Statistics Canada census, more than fifty 
percent of all South Asians resided in Surrey, followed by high concentrations in 
Abbotsford and Vancouver (Indo-Canadian Voice, 2008). The average age was 47 years 
old with an age range of 18 to 84 years old. This suggested that the sample was 
overrepresented by older members of the community.
15
  
In terms of employment, nearly three-quarters of the sample (72.3 per cent) 
reported that they were employed.
 16
 According to Statistics Canada, most Indo-
                                                 
13
 See appendix B for complete list of independent variables and dependent variables. 
14
 Statistic is based on the profile of South Asians by Statistics Canada 2001. 
15
 In 2001, only 26% of the South Asian population was 45 years old or older. 
16
 In 2001, 62% of the South Asian population was employed (same percentage as Canadians). 
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Canadians are foreign-born (Lindsay, 2001). This was reflected in the sample, as less 
than one-fifth (18.6 per cent) reported being born in Canada. In terms of language, the 
primary language spoken by respondents was Punjabi (49.4 per cent), followed by 
English (38.3 per cent), and Hindi (5.2 per cent) (see Table 1). Furthermore, for the most 
part, subjects identified themselves as Sikh (66.7 per cent), while the remaining identified 
themselves as Hindu (9.3 per cent), Muslim (10.7 per cent), and other (13.3 per cent) (see 
Table 1). Although in Canada there is an equal division among Sikh (28 per cent), Hindu 
(28 per cent), and Muslim (22 per cent) (Lindsay, 2001), in Vancouver, the majority of 
Indo-Canadians are of Sikh Punjabi origin (Waters and Teo, 2003). Therefore, because 
the Lower Mainland was the focus of study, it was not surprising that the majority of the 
sample were Punjabi speaking Sikhs.  
 
TABLE 1: GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS 
Gender 
  Male 
  Female 
 
(n = 156) 
72.4% 
27.6% 
Primary Residence 
  Surrey 
  Burnaby 
  Vancouver 
  Delta 
  Other 
  Abbotsford 
  Coquitlam 
  Mission 
  Langley 
 
(n = 154) 
 43.5% 
                                          13.0% 
                                          11.7% 
 10.4% 
  9.1% 
   7.1% 
    3.2% 
    1.3% 
    0.6% 
 
Mean Age                                 47 Years Old 
Primary Language 
  Punjabi 
  English 
  Hindi 
 
(n = 154) 
                                      49.4% 
                                          38.3% 
    5.2% 
Ethnic Group 
  Sikh 
  Other  
  Muslim 
  Hindu 
(n = 150) 
                                           66.7% 
                                           13.3% 
                                        10.7% 
       9.3% 
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With regards to education, slightly more than three-quarters of the sample achieved more 
than a high school education (77.5 per cent) (see Table 2). In fact, more than one-quarter 
(27.6 per cent) had a bachelor‟s degree and nearly one-fifth (17.9 per cent) had a graduate 
degree. These results were considerably higher when compared to Statistics Canada‟s 
2001 profile of Indo-Canadians in which only one–quarter of Indo-Canadians had either a 
bachelor‟s or post-graduate degree (Lindsay, 2001).   
 
TABLE 2: EDUCATION LEVEL 
 (n = 156) 
 
Less Than High School 6.4% 
High School / GED 16.0% 
Some College 20.5% 
Trade School 11.5% 
Bachelor’s Degree 27.6% 
Graduate School 17.9% 
  
 With regards to family status, Indo-Canadians are more likely than other 
Canadians to be married and are less likely to be single parents or living in a common 
law relationship (Lindsay, 2007). This was reflected in the sample as more than three-
quarters (79.0 per cent) were married and a similar proportion had children (77.0 per 
cent). In fact, only 1% of the sample reported being in a common law relationship, 2% 
were separated, and 4% were divorced. Of major concern, for those respondents with 
children, one-third felt that their children could be at risk for gang involvement.  
 It should be kept in mind that this sample was not generally representative of the 
Indo-Canadian population in terms of age, gender, and education; this sample was older, 
had a disproportionate number of males, and was more educated. It is difficult to 
conclude why this was the case; however, it is possible that, as Indo-Canadian culture is a 
 
53 
 
male dominated culture, it was left to the male head of the household to fill out the 
survey. In addition, there are a number of elderly Indo-Canadians who cannot read 
English and there are others (including the elderly and recent immigrants) who can speak 
Punjabi, but cannot read it. Therefore, certain segments of the Indo-Canadian population 
may have wanted to participate, but were unable to do so because of educational or 
language barriers. 
Perceived Levels of Indo-Canadian Gang Violence  
 
A main purpose of this study was to understand the perceived nature and extent of 
Indo-Canadian gang violence. When asked whether gang activity was a problem in their 
community, a large majority (87.2 per cent) of respondents replied in the affirmative. In 
particular, it was found that perception‟s of gang activity was influenced by ethnic origin 
and whether the respondent had children.
17
  A statistically significant relationship was 
found between Sikhs and non-Sikhs with respect to the perception that gang activity was 
a problem in the community ( 2 (1) = 8.708, p = 0.003). Of all the respondents 
answering „yes‟ to this question (n = 131), nearly three-quarters (71.0 per cent) were 
Sikh. Moreover, of all Sikhs who answered this question (n = 100), nearly all (93.0 per 
cent) viewed gang activity as a problem; however, of all non-Sikhs answering this 
question (n = 50), a smaller proportion (76.0 per cent) viewed gang activity as a problem. 
These findings suggested that the majority of Indo-Canadians who identified themselves 
as Sikhs acknowledged that gang activity was a problem more so than those who 
identified themselves as Hindus, Muslims, or something else.  
                                                 
17
 The perception of whether gang activity was a problem was not related to respondent‟s age, gender, 
education, marital status, and employment status, or where the respondent was born. 
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In addition, a statistically significant relationship was found between having 
children and the perception of gang activity as a problem in the community ( 2 (1) = 
7.059, p = 0.008). Of  all respondents answering „yes‟ to the question “is gang activity a 
problem in your community”, slightly more than four-fifths (80.8 per cent) had children. 
Of all respondents with children answering „yes‟ to this question, virtually all (89.4 per 
cent) perceived gang activity as a problem compared to slightly more than two-thirds 
(69.0 per cent) of those without children.  
When respondents were asked what group was most responsible for the gang 
activity, nearly two-thirds (61.7 per cent) of the sample felt that Indo-Canadians were 
most responsible followed by Asian/Oriental (25.8 per cent), Caucasian/White (6.7 per 
cent) and other (5.8 per cent).   
Several analyses were run to determine whether demographic variables influenced 
the respondent‟s choice of “group most responsible for gang activity”, and only gender 
was statistically significant ( 2 (1) = 5.859, p=0.015). Of the 73 respondents who chose 
South Asian/Indo-Canadian as the „group most responsible for gang violence, 
approximately two-thirds (64.4 per cent, n= 47) were male. In effect, nearly twice as 
many males believed that the „South Asian/ Indo-Canadian‟ group was responsible for 
gang violence than females.  In addition, when asked if they felt gang violence was a 
problem specifically within the Indo-Canadian community, a majority of respondents 
(57.8 per cent) stated „yes‟. Of these, two-thirds (65.2 per cent) felt that it was a „very 
serious‟ problem in their community, one-third (33.7 per cent) felt it was „somewhat 
serious‟, and only 1.1% felt it was „not serious at all‟ (see Figure 1).  
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FIGURE 1: HOW SERIOUS DO YOU THINK THE PROBLEM IS IN THE COMMUNITY? 
 
 
 
 
These finding were similar to an Ipsos Reid findings in which residents of 
Vancouver blamed Indo-Canadians for most of the city‟s crimes (Indo link, 2006). 
Another similar finding was that participants in both surveys placed Asians as the second 
ethnic group most responsible for crime; Caucasians were viewed as less responsible.  
  With regards to the types of problems Indo-Canadians gangs presented in the 
community, the responses varied (see Table 3). However, when asked to choose one 
particular problem, a majority of respondents (57.1 per cent) felt that drug crimes were 
the single most serious problem, while a small minority chose violent crimes against 
persons (14.1 per cent), crimes involving weapons (7.7 per cent), and increased fear in 
community (7.7 per cent).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
65%
34%
1%
Very Serious Somewhat Serious Not Serious
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TABLE 3: TYPES OF PROBLEMS INDO-CANADIAN GANGS PRESENT IN THE 
COMMUNITY 
 (n = 157) 
    
Drug Crime 85.4% 
Weapon Crimes 66.9% 
Violent Crimes Against Persons 63.7% 
Family Disruption 57.3% 
Increased Fear In Community                                             49.7% 
Public Nuisance 36.9% 
School Disruption 36.3% 
Property Crime 28.7% 
Vandalism/Graffiti 22.3% 
No Problem  7.6% 
Other 7.6% 
  
Respondents were also asked why they believed there was Indo-Canadian gang 
activity in their community. The most common responses were: family/friends in gangs 
(70.6 per cent); family problems (56.9 per cent); power (53.6 per cent); gangs moving 
from other communities (35.9 per cent); and school problems (32.0 per cent). 
Furthermore, when asked what the single most important reason for Indo-Canadian gang 
activity was, nearly one-third (29.9 per cent) attributed the problem to power, while 
smaller proportions indicated family/friends in gangs (18.1 per cent) and family problems 
(15.3 per cent). Poverty, protection, boredom, and to feel loved/sense of belonging were 
not viewed by many respondents as contributing to gang activity (see Table 4). 
TABLE 4: SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT REASON FOR INDO-CANADIAN GANG ACTIVITY 
 (n = 157 ) 
    
Power 29.9% 
Family/ friends In Gangs 18.1% 
Family problems 15.3% 
Gang members move to community from other place 9.0% 
Prejudice                       6.3% 
School problems 5.6% 
Lack of activities 4.2% 
To feel loved/ sense of belonging 4.2% 
Police labeling 3.5% 
Poverty  2.8% 
Protection 0.7% 
Boredom 0.7% 
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In terms of levels of fear regarding Indo-Canadian gang violence, slightly more 
than two-thirds (69.0 per cent) of respondents were somewhat to very afraid, whereas 
31.0% were either not very afraid (20.0 per cent) or not afraid at all (11.0 per cent) (see 
Figure 2). 
FIGURE 2: LEVEL OF FEAR REGARDING INDO-CANADIAN GANG VIOLENCE 
 
 
 
In terms of gender, 40.5% of female respondents were “very afraid” of Indo-
Canadian gang violence compared to 32.1% of male respondents. But, 35.7% of males 
were “somewhat afraid” compared to 31.0 % of females. The relationship between fear 
level and gender was not statistically significant ( 2 (2) = 0.943, p = 0.624). Furthermore, 
in terms of age and level of fear, there was no statistically significant relationship.
18
  
A statistically significant relationship was found between one‟s ethnic group and 
level of fear ( 2 (2) = 7.024, p = 0.030).19 Of all the Sikhs responding to this question (n 
= 99), a minority (41.4 per cent) were very afraid, nearly one-third (29.3 per cent) were 
somewhat afraid, and the same proportion were unafraid. Of all „other groups‟ 
responding to this question (n = 50), one-fifth were very afraid, a minority (44.0 per cent) 
were somewhat afraid, and slightly more than one-third (36.0 per cent) were unafraid. 
                                                 
18
 Fear level was not related to respondent‟s age. ANOVA reveals p>.05 F= .603; p = .548).  
19
 Level of fear was recoded as (1) very afraid; (2) afraid; and (3) unafraid. 
10.9
20.1
34.8
34.2
Not Afraid At All
Not Very Afraid
Somewhat Afraid
Very Afraid
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The proportion of Indo-Canadians who identified themselves as Sikhs and were „very 
afraid‟ was slightly more than twice the percentage of „other groups‟ who reported that 
they were „very afraid‟ (20.0 per cent). Explanations for this finding will be discussed in 
the next chapter. 
Responsibility 
 
 The question of who should be responsible for preventing Indo-Canadian gang 
violence has often been discussed in the media. According to the respondents of this 
survey, the government, police, Indo-Canadian community, family, and the general 
community at large were all viewed as being responsible for preventing Indo-Canadian 
gang violence. However, when asked to choose one specific group that should be at the 
forefront of responsibility, slightly more than one-third (35.9 per cent) indicated 
family/home, one-fifth (19.6 per cent) stated both the federal and provincial governments, 
slightly less (17.6 per cent) chose the community at large, and 13.7% selected the police 
(see Table 5). Therefore, whether Indo-Canadians blamed the police, the courts, or the 
community at large for the gang violence, this sample clearly felt that prevention 
primarily fell to parents and family members.  
 
TABLE 5: WHICH ENTITY IS MOST RESPONSIBLE FOR PREVENTING INDO-CANADIAN 
GANG VIOLENCE? 
 (n = 153) 
    
Family / Home 35.9% 
Community At Large 17.6% 
Police 13.7% 
Indo-Canadian Community 13.1% 
Federal Government 9.8% 
Provincial Government 9.8% 
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In addition, a closer examination of the data revealed that gender and education 
influenced respondents choice in who was most responsible for preventing Indo-
Canadian gang violence.  One very important finding was that higher education levels 
were associated with respondents choosing either „Indo-Canadian community‟s/ 
„community at large‟, or „home/family‟ as the entity most responsible for controlling 
gang violence ( 2 (4) = 9.782, p = 0.044). Those with reported lower levels of education 
were associated with identifying federal/provincial government or the police as the entity 
most responsible of gang violence prevention (see Table 6).  
TABLE 6 - “RESPONSIBILITY OF GANG PREVENTION’ AND ‘EDUCATION LEVEL’ 
 
Of those with a high school or GED diplomas, nearly one-half (47.1 per cent) 
chose „federal/provincial government / police‟ as the entity most responsible. However, 
slightly more than one-fifth (21.4 per cent) of those with either a BA degree or Graduate 
school agreed. Instead, among those with a BA or Graduate school, a minority (40 per 
cent) chose the Indo-Canadian community or the community at large as the entity most 
responsible for preventing gang violence compared to only 17.6% of those with a high 
school or GED education. Of those choosing the Indo-Canadian community or 
community at large as the entity most responsible, 12.8% had a high school or GED 
diploma, 27.7% had some college or trade school, and 59.6% had a BA degree or higher. 
Based on the survey data, individuals with higher levels of education thought the solution 
 
“Responsibility of 
Gang Prevention" 
  
 
 
High School or 
less 
 
Education Level 
 
Some College/ 
Trades 
 
 
 
BA/ Grad School 
Fed & Prov 
Govt/Police 
  
47.1% 
 
39.6% 
 
21.4% 
Indo-Can Comm / 
Comm at large 
 
 
 
17.6% 
 
27.1% 
 
40.0% 
Family / Home  35.3% 33.3% 38.6% 
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rested primarily within the family and community, whereas those with lower levels of 
education felt that responsibility mainly lied with external agencies, such as the police or 
the government. These findings will be explored in greater detail in the next chapter. 
 Another statistically significant relationship was found between gender and one‟s 
perceptions of the entity most responsible for preventing gang violence ( 2 (2) = 6.229,  
p = 0.044). Of those choosing „Federal/provincial government/police‟ as the entity most 
responsible, a large majority (84 per cent) was male. Of those selecting the Indo-
Canadian community or the community at large, nearly two-thirds (61.7 per cent) was 
male. In effect, the majority of males were more likely to place blame on the government, 
whereas females were more likely to turn to family/community for blame. 
Lastly, respondents were asked if they were satisfied with law enforcement‟s 
current response to Indo-Canadian gang violence. Only one analysis resulted in a 
statistically significant finding; employment status and perceptions of law enforcement‟s 
current response to Indo-Canadian gang violence ( 2 (1) = 4.541, p=0.033). Of those 
currently employed (n = 110), only one-quarter (21.8 per cent) were satisfied with law 
enforcement‟s current response to gang violence. Of those who were unemployed (n = 
41), slightly more than one-third (39.0 per cent) were satisfied. Of those who were 
dissatisfied (n = 111), 22.5% were unemployed (n = 25), while 77.5% were employed. 
These findings can be explained by conflict/consensus theories and will be examined in 
greater detail in the next chapter.  
Willingness to Address the Issue  
  
Another purpose of this study was to determine the extent to which Indo-
Canadians were willing to get involved in preventing gang violence. A large majority of 
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respondents (85 per cent) felt that there was not enough being done in their community to 
prevent Indo-Canadian gang violence. Furthermore, slightly more than three-quarters 
(78.0 per cent) felt that the issue was not being properly addressed. In terms of the 
availability of adequate information on intervention and prevention, a similar proportion 
(79.2 per cent) felt that this type of information did not exist. The majority of respondents 
wanted information on prevention programs, support agencies, and crime rates. Only 
slightly more than one-quarter (26.1 per cent) of respondents were satisfied with the 
current response to Indo-Canadian gangs by law enforcement.  
 When asked if they were willing to do anything to help address the issue, the 
overwhelming majority (87.6 per cent) stated that they would be willing. Respondents 
were willing to participate in support work, aid in prevention strategies, help in 
information sessions, and engage in neighborhood outreach (see Table 7). Respondents 
felt that the two most important things that should be done to reduce the gang problem in 
their communities were getting more parents involved with their child‟s life (32.1 per 
cent) and having a greater police presence (15.6 per cent). Based on the responses of this 
sample, Indo-Canadians felt that more work needed to be done in addressing the issue 
and, interestingly, respondents were willing to get involved. 
TABLE 10: WHAT ARE YOU WILLING TO DO TO HELP ADDRESS THE ISSUE OF GANGS? 
 (n = 153)
 20
 
    
Participate In Support Work 47.1% 
Aid in Prevention Strategies 45.8% 
Help in Information Sessions 43.8% 
Neighborhood Outreach 41.2% 
Form Sports Leagues / Teams 34.6% 
Mentor 34.0% 
Teach Skills 30.1% 
Becoming A Youth Group Leader 24.2% 
Nothing 12.4% 
                                                 
20
 Respondents were allowed to choose more than one answer. 
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Chapter 4: Discussion 
 
Indo-Canadian gang violence has generated a substantial amount of debate about 
whether it is an “Indo-Canadian problem” or a societal problem. This attention is largely 
attributed to the increase in gang activity among this group, as well as the intense media 
coverage and focus. Although few studies have specifically targeted Indo-Canadian 
gangs, the purpose of this study was to gain an understanding of Indo-Canadian gang 
violence from a sample of Indo-Canadians residing in the Lower Mainland.  
 Due to the extremely low response rate (13.6 per cent), it is difficult to determine 
whether Indo-Canadians view gang violence as a problem. Methodologically, it was 
unclear why the response rate was so low. One possible explanation for the low response 
rate might be the specific nature of this study, namely an individual‟s perceptions of 
Indo-Canadian gangs. In other words, individuals who believed that they did not know 
anything about the Indo-Canadian gang issue in their community might simply have 
decided to not respond to the survey because they either did not think it applied to them 
or that they had anything to contribute or say about the issue. Others may have decided to 
not respond because they felt their responses might be used to blame the Indo-Canadian 
community for the gang violence. Moreover, during the follow-up phone calls, several 
potential respondents could not read either of the languages used in the survey. However, 
given the low response rate, it is impossible to generalize these findings to the wider 
Indo-Canadian community in the Lower Mainland, or for British Columbia and Canada. 
Still, this study has provided valuable insight on the issue of Indo-Canadian gang 
violence.  
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One of the main areas examined was the perception levels of Indo-Canadian gang 
violence. Based on the results, gang violence was considered a serious problem in the 
community. Furthermore, respondents blamed Indo-Canadians for the violence, 
especially Sikh respondents. However, according to the literature review, these findings 
were not completely justifiable. Because Canada is a multicultural nation, Canadians 
reflect a vast diversity of cultural heritages and racial groups. Despite what the media 
portrays, gangs have become a multi-ethnic issue. In the Lower Mainland, the issue is not 
that of Indo-Canadian gangs, but of gangs more generally. Originally, gangs may have 
been organized ethnically; however, according to preliminary results from a Greater 
Vancouver gang study, gangs have become diverse in their ethnic composition. Very few 
gangs, if any, are ethnically homogeneous (Hazlehurst and Hazlehurst, 1998). For 
example, in the Lower Mainland, there are several multi-ethnic gangs such as the UN 
Gang and Red Scorpions (Mercer, 2009). Although there has been an increase in Indo-
Canadian gang activity in the past two decades, when compared to other groups, they 
remain a minority. According to BC Public Safety Officials, Indo-Canadian youth 
violence is not as entrenched or sophisticated as other crime groups in the Greater 
Vancouver Area (Tyakoff, 2003).  
According to the literature, this misconception is largely attributed to media 
sensationalization of Indo-Canadian gang violence. Fasilio and Leckie (1993) stated that 
the media has a significant effect on public perception; it not only has a tendency to 
sensationalize gang violence, it also emphasizes the involvement of ethic minorities 
(JHSOA, 2001). This, in turn, can intensify public fears. In terms of gang violence, Indo-
Canadians have dominated newspaper headlines for decades. For the average person who 
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relies solely on the media for information, they can become misinformed and believe that 
Indo-Canadian gang violence is much more extensive than it really is. False perceptions 
can affect fear of crime and fear of certain ethnic groups. This not only explains why 
Indo-Canadians view gang violence as an Indo-Canadian problem, but their heightened 
level of fear, even if it is false, heightened, or unjustified.  
In addition, the findings revealed that Sikhs viewed gang violence as a more 
serious problem than any other South Asian group. Sikhs were also more fearful of the 
problem. Again, based on the literature, this may be attributed, in part, to the media as 
most of the references and depictions made in the media are of “Sikh gangland violence” 
(Tyakoff, 2003). As well, the majority of victims mentioned in the media were Punjabi 
Sikhs. Because there is a perception that Indo-Canadian gangs are dominated by people 
of Punjabi decent (Dhaliwal, 2001), there is a higher level of fear among Sikhs.
21
 
According to Tyakoff (2003), media depictions of Indo-Canadian gang violence have 
been harmful to the community and were typically built upon stereotypes and incomplete 
data that misrepresent the fundamental nature of the problem. Given this, one area that 
requires further examination is the influence of the media on public perceptions of gang 
activity. Due to the media sensationalization of Indo-Canadian gang violence, it is 
recommended that a media watchdog be put in place to monitor the role of the media in 
stereotyping Indo-Canadians.  
The most serious problem associated with Indo-Canadian gang violence, 
according to the sample, was drug crime. This was consistent with the literature which 
found that coincident with gang violence, British Columbia has witnessed a steady 
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 It should be noted that since the majority of the Indo-Canadian population is Punjabi, their involvement 
in gangs may be greater than other members of the Indo-Canadian population. 
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growth in drug related organized crime (Tyakoff, 2003). The province of British 
Columbia has become a major hub for drug-related criminal activity. Because there is a 
lot of profit to be made from drugs, a number of groups compete to maximize profits. 
This contributes directly to gang violence (Pablo, 2007). According to Gordon, this is the 
biggest difference between the earlier gang era and the current one; there is much more 
profit to be made in the illegal drug trade than ever before (Brethour, 2007). Hence, for 
young, impressionable Indo-Canadians, there is a growing opportunity to achieve power, 
social status, and money by engaging in gang and criminal activity.  
As indicated by the research literature, there were no clear explanations for Indo-
Canadian gang activity. Racism, culture clash, marginalization by mainstream society, 
the pursuit of wealth, power, and respect, identity, and ethnicity were all factors 
associated with Indo-Canadian gang activity. However, these factors are not limited to 
Indo-Canadians. Still, respondents in this current survey selected power as the main 
factor contributing to Indo-Canadian gangs. According to the literature, this may be 
because, in Indo-Canadian culture, status, reputation, and image remain very important 
elements; factors that can overshadow moral boundaries (Singh, 2006). This is 
particularly true for first generation Indo-Canadians.
22
 First generation Indo-Canadians 
typically place higher values on social status, family reputation, caste, parental approval, 
and strong cultural ties; however, second generation Indo-Canadians tend to value dating, 
love-based marriages, and individualistic values (Sanghera and Lipp, 2007). For many 
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 First generation refers to Indo-Canadians who were immigrants or who gained citizenship. Second 
generation refers to the Canadian born children of first generation parents. 
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Sikhs, honor and respectability are paramount (Johnston, 2007) and the use of violence is 
an accepted means of saving face and earning respect (Canadian Heritage, 2006).
23
  
 In terms of the bivariate analysis, there were several important findings. Indo-
Canadian men believed that the gang problem was far greater than the sample‟s female 
respondents; Indo-Canadian parents viewed the problem as more serious than non-
parents; and Indo-Canadian men and respondents with higher education viewed 
government and police as most responsible for preventing Indo-Canadian gang violence 
compared to women and respondents with lower education who were more likely to 
choose family and the community. Based on the literature, it is evident that to obtain a 
better understanding of these findings, one must understand Indo-Canadian culture.  
In Indo-Canadian culture, the role of men and women differs substantially. For 
many centuries, Indian women were deemed unworthy of education and were limited to 
the role of child bearers and housekeepers (Kaur, 2004). From the time they were born, 
parents tended to be more protective and controlling of girls, whereas boys were taught to 
be strong and to protect the women in their lives (Varma and Seshan, 2003). Therefore, it 
becomes difficult to determine if women in this sample were less aware of gang violence 
because they were sheltered from it or whether they were aware of it, but did not 
acknowledge it because they were raised and trained from a young age to believe that if 
there is a problem in the family, it must only be talked about and remain within the 
family (Preetlari, 2005). 
As mentioned above, despite the acculturation process inherent to immigrants, 
there are many distinct traditions in the Indo-Canadian community (Desai, 1990). One is 
                                                 
23
 This can be demonstrated by the two honor killings of British Columbian residents Jassi Sidhu and 
Amandeep Atwal.  
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the extended family system which has had a significant effect on the values and behaviors 
of Indo-Canadians. Family is of utmost importance to Indo-Canadians and parental 
authority remains strong and a child‟s conduct is often influenced by their parents (Desai, 
1990). Family provides the definition of gender roles, the ideology of caste, community, 
religion, values, and traditions, and it becomes one way in which individuals are 
governed by culture. For Indo-Canadian parents, children become the main focus of their 
lives. Most of their actions are geared towards ensuring that their children have a good 
life. Indo-Canadian parents maintain responsibility for the education and career decisions 
of their children; they control their children‟s moral and social lives, such as dating, 
marriage, and discipline (Aycan and Kanungo, 1998; Gill, 2007). Many Indo-Canadians 
maintain complete financial responsibility over their children until the children complete 
their education, find a job, and get married (Mathews, 2000). These cultural values may 
explain, in part, why Indo-Canadian parents viewed gang activity as a bigger problem 
than those without children.  
Another important issue was who should be responsible for preventing Indo-
Canadian gang violence. Generally, the sample felt that family/home was the focus of 
control. One reason for this choice may be linked to the Indo-Canadians general distrust 
for institutions, such as the police and government (Singh, 2006). This can be attributed, 
in part, to the way East Indians were treated historically in India and in Canada. Another 
reason may be because Indo-Canadians are typically private individuals. Rather than 
shaming their families by asking for help, they prefer to deal with matters on their own 
(Singh, 2006). Even though the community is close knit, the majority of Indo-Canadians 
will not approach fellow community members for help. Whether it is gang violence or 
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domestic violence, Indo-Canadians are more concerned with their public reputation than 
asking for help. According to Wally Oppal, this was the main explanation for why Indo-
Canadians tended to resolve issues behind closed doors (Bolan, 2006). For Indo-
Canadians, reputation and image are vital for how others view their family in their 
community (Singh, 2006). These values are passed from generation to generation. 
Growing up, children are taught about acceptable behaviors and which ones will reflect 
negatively upon their family (Singh, 2006). In particular, Indo-Canadian women are 
taught not to ask people outside of their culture for help (Bolan, 2006). For parents, 
especially mothers, children become the center of their lives, and how the child develops 
is reflected directly on the parents (Singh, 1994). Therefore, for Indo-Canadians, the 
sense that one is a failure as a parent is enormous. This is one reason why, when 
confronted with the reality of their children and gangs, Indo-Canadian parents deflect 
blame. The fear of becoming ostracized from the community is so overwhelming that 
parents will often minimize incidents, especially when they involve their sons. Often, 
these parents will simply attribute these actions to “boys being boys” (Fernandez, 2000). 
Furthermore, parents of children who have come into contact with the law also have a 
tendency to accuse the police of being biased towards people of Indian decent 
(Fernandez, 2000). Therefore, although respondents choose the family as being most 
responsible for preventing gang activity, it is the family that often denies that their child 
is involved in any criminal activity (Dhami, 2006; Tyakoff, 2003). 
In terms of gender and who should be responsible for preventing gang violence, 
Indo-Canadian women placed more emphasis on the family and the community, while 
Indo-Canadian men placed greater emphasis on the government and the police. To some 
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extent, these findings could be explained by the gender roles that exist within the Indo-
Canadian culture. As mentioned above, Indo-Canadian women have been taught to deal 
with “issues” internally and are told to rely on their families. This may be one reason why 
more women viewed the family or the community as more responsible than outsiders. On 
the other hand, Indo-Canadian men are raised to be strong and proud. They are ridiculed 
when they are not dominant (Jakobsh, 2003). They also prefer dealing with family 
problems behind closed doors because asking for help would be considered a disgrace or 
a sign of weakness (Mathews, 2000). But, at the same time, it becomes easier for Indo-
Canadian men to place responsibility on others, such as the police and government, rather 
than themselves. Indo-Canadian men are considered the head of the household and 
primary decision makers (Mathews, 2000). Taking responsibility for negative behavior, 
such as gang violence, not only questions their ability, but also their dominance in the 
family. By placing the responsibility solely on the police/government, Indo-Canadian 
males absolve themselves of any wrongdoing or responsibility for the causes of gang 
violence. What both genders have in common is that they are taught the importance of 
preserving the family name or honor.  
 With respect to education level and who is most responsible for preventing gang 
violence, those with higher education levels viewed the family and the community as 
most responsible for preventing gang violence, whereas those with lower educational 
levels chose the government and the police. Education is important; it not only shapes 
attitudes and values, but it also provides individuals with the tools and knowledge to be 
informed citizens. Furthermore, a higher level of education can also increase the social 
integration of individuals with the community (Statistics Canada, 2005). Some studies 
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have shown that education broadens one's life experiences and sharpen one's critical 
acuity regarding political objects, such as the police (Almond and Verba, 1963; Berenson 
et al., 1976). Therefore, educated respondents may be more aware and have a better 
understanding of the issues surrounding Indo-Canadian gang violence. In the past, the 
responsibility for gang prevention has generally been the police‟s (JHSOA, 2001). 
However, more recently, it has been recognized that community agencies are just as 
important in combating gang violence. This shift in opinion has also been noted in the 
Indo-Canadian community. While there are some Indo-Canadian community members 
who continue to place the responsibility of gang violence on the police and government, 
increasing numbers of Indo-Canadians acknowledge that parents and the community 
must play an active role. Furthermore, police agencies have also recognized that they 
cannot combat gang violence without the help of the Indo-Canadian community. 
Therefore, education and awareness may be key factors for combating gang violence as 
communities cannot rely exclusively on law enforcement agencies. Instead, more 
effective approaches require a collaborative approach involving the family and 
community. 
Another area examined in this study was a respondent‟s willingness to participate 
in addressing the issue. The majority of the sample felt that not enough was being done to 
prevent gang violence and a large proportion felt that the issue was not being addressed 
properly. The sample felt that adequate programming was lacking, and, surprisingly, 
most individuals stated that they were willing to get involved to help combat gang 
violence. Respondents wanted more information concerning prevention programs, 
support agencies, and crime rates. They reported being willing to engage in support work, 
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prevention strategies, information sessions, neighborhood outreach, and other initiatives. 
One point that should be made is that, over the years, there have been a number of 
initiatives put in place to help combat Indo-Canadian gang violence. For example, there 
are a number of agencies, such as VIRSA, United, Headlines Theater, and A Community 
That Cares, as well as programs that deal directly with gang-related issues. However, the 
responses of this sample suggested that either these individuals were not aware of such 
initiatives or social desirability bias played a role.
24
 Nonetheless, it is recommended that 
current gang response and prevention initiatives reexamine their methods of delivery. In 
addition, it may be beneficial to develop a public awareness campaign to educate people 
on gangs and provide them with information on currently available programs. Becoming 
aware and informed of current initiatives may foster greater public participation and help 
reduce negative misconceptions of Indo-Canadian gang violence, both within and outside 
the Indo-Canadian community.  
Lastly, although the survey found a positive relationship between employment 
and perceptions of law enforcement, studies have shown mixed results in this area. Some 
researchers argued that there was no direct relationship, while others disagreed. 
According to conflict theory, members of lower socio-economic groups will be more 
critical of certain aspects of the criminal justice system (i.e. courts) and more likely to 
perceive unjust treatment (Kaukinen and Colavecchia, 1999). This may be because they 
“are aware of the differential and discriminatory treatment received by socially and 
economically marginal groups” (Kaukinen and Colavecchia, 1999: 369). This was 
supported by a study conducted by Hagan and Albonetti (1982) on perceptions of 
injustices in the United States. These researchers found that unemployed people were 
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 Respondents may have given what they believed was the expected answer, rather than an honest answer. 
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more likely to perceive injustices than those who were employed (Kaukinen and 
Colavecchia, 1999). 
 Still, other researchers have suggested that the consensus model provides a better 
explanation than the conflict model in relation to the formation of attitudes towards the 
police (Klein et al., 1978). According to this model, the majority of individuals form their 
attitudes towards the police based on their own personal experiences or anecdotal 
information regarding the experiences of others with the police (Klein et al., 1978). 
According to this perspective, a person‟s attitude is based on the degree of 
appropriateness of the officer‟s interpersonal skills, rather than the relationship between 
an attitude towards the police and a perception of alienation or a disadvantaged social 
position, as asserted by conflict theorist (Klein et al., 1978). This was supported by a 
study conducted by Klein et al (1978) in which individuals from low level incomes were 
more satisfied with the police than people with higher incomes. Nonetheless, other 
studies have shown that as income increased, attitudes towards the police became more 
favorable (Jacob, 1971; Webb and Marshall, 1995, Chermak et al., 2004).  
 With regards to the sample in the current study, unemployed respondents were 
more satisfied with law enforcement as the key entity responsible for gang activity than 
those employed. It was unclear as to why the sample felt this way. Based on the ethnicity 
of the sample, one possible explanation may be that the formation of attitudes about the 
police was largely situational and more dependent on personal experiences. Employment 
is a central part of society; it is a major source of personal and social identity. Therefore, 
its affects on attitudes must be closely examined. More research is needed in this area to 
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have a better understanding of the relationship between employment and police 
satisfaction.  
 In summary, determining which strategies will be most effective in dealing with 
the issue of Indo-Canadian gang violence remains a challenge. This is largely due to the 
limited amount of research in the area of Indo-Canadian gang violence and, more 
importantly, perceptions of Indo-Canadian gangs. Based on a number of key studies 
(Besla et al., 2005; Tyakoff, 2003; and VIRSA, 2005),  it is clear that for any “best 
practice” strategy to work, the Indo-Canadian population must recognize that gang 
violence is a part of their community and they must play an active role in addressing the 
problem. Furthermore, it is recognized that all levels of government and community 
agencies must play an active role.  
 Although there have been initiatives put in place to address Indo-Canadian gang 
violence, all of these studies agreed on one thing; the need for a unified community 
response. These studies suggested that a plan be put in place to help coordinate efforts 
with various service providers in an attempt to provide culturally sensitive and relevant 
programs to address the unique needs of Indo-Canadians in British Columbia (Besla et 
al., 2005; Tyakoff, 2003; and VIRSA, 2005). As mentioned previously, based on the 
success of a number of programs in the United States, it has been suggested that 
mentoring programs, parent awareness programs, support programs, specialized courses, 
and academic and life skills programs be implemented. According to Besla et al. (2005), 
the best strategies to combat gangs were those that involved prevention, intervention, and 
suppression strategies, as well as involving key players in the youth‟s life. Thus, in order 
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to effectively deal with the issue of Indo-Canadian gang violence, it is crucial that policy 
makers take these suggestions into consideration. 
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Chapter 5: Conclusion 
 
 Although visible minorities tend to be disproportionately blamed for gang 
violence, gang violence is a global issue affecting people of all ethnic groups. Regardless 
of the various motivations for joining a gang, gangs pose a serious problem. In the Lower 
Mainland, Indo-Canadians, particularly Punjabi Sikhs, have been blamed for the majority 
of gang-related crime. This often results in criticism against the wider Indo-Canadian 
community by the public. In effect, gang violence is often viewed as a product of Indo-
Canadian culture and customs, rather than the aberrant acts of a very small number of 
individuals. Belonging to a particular ethnic group does not increase one‟s propensity for 
criminality. There are many other factors that contribute to criminality. The purpose of 
this paper was not to blame Indo-Canadian culture, but rather to examine certain aspects 
of it in order to gain a better understanding of why some Indo-Canadians engage in gang 
violence, and to understand how the community can and does respond to this violence. 
 According to the research literature, Indo-Canadian gangs are unique and 
relatively new. Although there is no single explanation as to why these gangs have 
emerged, integration and culture clash play a role. In terms of profile, Indo-Canadian 
gangsters come from all socioeconomic backgrounds. Although they consist mainly of 
men aged 16 to 35 years old, there has been an increase in female activity. Typically, 
these individuals engage in extortion, kidnapping, drug „rips‟, homicide, and other violent 
acts.  
The main purpose of this study was to examine Indo-Canadian perceptions of the 
perceived nature and extent of Indo-Canadian gang violence, the community‟s level of 
concern, and whether individuals felt they had a role to play in the reduction/prevention 
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of Indo-Canadian gangs. Overall, the respondents in this study felt that gang violence was 
a serious problem and Indo-Canadians were seen as most responsible. This finding was 
not supported by the literature. Based on the literature, there was a real discourse in 
people‟s reality and perception. Many Indo-Canadians viewed the problem as far greater 
than reality.  
It should be noted that the increase in media attention has not necessarily been 
entirely negative. It has resulted in the misconception that Indo-Canadians are responsible 
for the majority of gang violence, but it has also allowed the Indo-Canadian community 
to come together to address the issue. Previously, gangs were considered a law 
enforcement issue. However, over the years, there has been a realization that law 
enforcement alone cannot solve the problem. Therefore, it is not uncommon for police to 
approach specific ethnic communities to help address the issue of gang violence as 
addressing gangs requires a collaborative approach from various agencies, and 
individuals. 
Although the government, police, community agencies, and particular individuals 
have been working actively to address the issue of Indo-Canadian gang violence, there is 
much more work that needs to be done. In terms of Indo-Canadian gang violence, parents 
need to understand that they have been a part of the problem and need to become part of 
the solution. Therefore, not just parents, but also Temples need to play a bigger role in 
educating youth and preventing them from joining gangs. As well, government and 
community agencies need to implement appropriate culturally sensitive programs. Even 
more, gang violence, in general, needs to be the focus, and not just Indo-Canadian gang 
violence. Conventional methods have not always worked when fighting the war on gangs, 
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and there is an urgent need for improvement. The government needs to reexamine current 
laws and toughen them. There has recently been a push by ministers of British Columbia, 
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba to urge the federal government to make 
amendments to the Canadian Criminal Code, in areas such as wiretap, bail reform, and 
elimination of two-for-one credit for time served in remand centers before trial (Canadian 
Press, 2008). There have been some changes introduced by Prime Minister, Steven 
Harper‟s government such as a reverse onus clause, whereas the repeat violent offender 
would have to prove why they should be released on bail, and automatic prison sentences 
for possession and use of firearms (Hall, 2009). More so, the Harper government„s 
current legislative changes related to gangs includes the introduction of a new “Organized 
Crime Bill”, which would make gang-related killings an automatic first-degree murder 
offence and give mandatory minimum sentences for drive-by shootings (Canadian Press, 
2009). The proposed Bill would also create new offences for both aggravated assaults 
against a police officer and assault with a weapon against a police officer (Canadian 
Press, 2009). Changes such as these are needed and may have a positive impact on Indo-
Canadian gangs and gangs in general. Many gang members think they can do what they 
want, and get away with it. Therefore, tougher sentences are needed to deter gang 
violence. In addition, the government should examine methods used in other 
jurisdictions. For example, in the United States, gang injunctions have become 
commonplace and can be an effective policing tool when aggressively forced in 
combination with other policing methods.
 25
 Furthermore, drugs are at the core of the 
problem, and their role in gang violence also needs to be examined in greater detail. 
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 Gang injunction is a judge‟s court order that prohibits gang members from gathering in a specific area 
and acting as a gang (Cruz, 2005). 
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Whether it involves legalizing drugs or regulating them, something more specific needs 
to be done to crack down on the multi-billion dollar industry.  
In terms of policing, a regional police force or a central organized crime agency 
may be an option. This could allow for better information sharing and coordination of 
efforts against gangs. Also, a major issue that police are facing is the fact that witnesses 
seldom come forward and help with the investigation (Asian Pacific Post, 2002). 
Witnesses play a crucial role in prosecuting gangsters. However, because they fear for 
their lives, many refuse to testify. Therefore, educational campaigns and programs should 
be put in place to encourage testimony and ensure safety.
 26
  
Lastly, community agencies have been trying to address the issue of gang 
violence, but many agencies do not have sufficient funding. Whether it involves early 
intervention programs at schools, family support to encourage openness, agencies that 
provide a safe haven for those trying to exit gang life, or support services for family and 
victims of gang violence, this study suggested that more research and funding is needed 
in the area of not just Indo-Canadian gang violence, but gang violence in general. 
Despite all the benefits, this study had several shortcomings. The major limitation 
of the study was the low response rate. It is unclear why the response rate was so low, but 
it is clear that increasing the sample size is required for a better understanding of 
community attitudes. Future studies might consider personal incentives for participation 
or broader community support. In addition, the questionnaire itself had limitations. Due 
to human error, the English version and the Punjabi version were not identical. The 
Punjabi version had several extra questions pertaining to the influence of the media. 
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 The Harper government is trying to deal with this issue and a section of the new “Organized Crime Bill” 
will get tough on people who intimidate witnesses (Canadian Press, 2009). 
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Because these questions were not included in the English version, the author could not 
examine this important area. In addition, one question that was asked in the English 
version was not translated properly. Future research must ensure that all necessary 
precautions are taken to ensure that these types of preventable mistakes are avoided.  
As a society, we should all be concerned with gang activity. Every youth, no 
matter what their ethnic background, could be targeted by gangs. Understanding why 
youth join gangs involves examining factors, such as culture, economics, social status, 
and psycho-social development. Even though Indo-Canadian gang violence may not be as 
large of a problem as claimed by the media, it should not be ignored. By acknowledging 
that Indo-Canadian youth and young adults are involved in gang activity, the community 
can help address the situation before it becomes a more serious problem. Regardless of 
this project‟s limitations, the literature review and survey provides some valuable insight 
and sets the stage for future studies in the area of community perception of Indo-
Canadian gang violence. Although much more evidence-based research is needed, this 
major paper has provided an overview of the problem of Indo-Canadian gangs. It not 
only examined the history of Indo-Canadians, effect of culture, crime statistics, and 
explanations for Indo-Canadian gang violence, it also examined a number of initiatives 
that have been put in place to combat Indo-Canadian gang violence. Nonetheless, for the 
future, it is recommended that educational campaigns be implemented to inform citizens 
of gang violence and media watchdogs be put in place to ensure cultural sensitivity and 
accurate information. In order to effectively address the issue of Indo-Canadian gang 
violence, there is a need to expand the positive programs that already exist and 
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implement more collaborative approaches involving key community, government, and 
criminal justice stakeholders.  
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Appendix 
 
Appendix A- English- Cover letter/Survey and Punjabi- Cover letter/Survey 
 
Appendix B- Chi Square analyses used the following set of IVS/predictors and 
Dependent/outcome variables. 
 
Independent Variables 
Employed – yes/no 
Gender – male/female 
Ethnic group (recoded) – Sikh(1);  All Others (2)  
Education level (recoded) – HS/less (1); some college/trade (2); BA/Grad School (3)  
Have children – yes/no 
Marital Status (recoded) – Married (1); Not married (2)- recoded this variable 
Canadian-born – no/yes 
 
Dependent/Outcome variables: 
Q1 – problem in community? yes/no 
Q2 – group most responsible for gang violence? (recoded) – East Indian/Indo-Canadian 
(1) Asian/Caucasian/others (2)  
Q3 – problem specifically in Indo-Canadian community? yes/no 
Q9 – fear level (recoded) – (1) very afraid (2) afraid (3) unafraid  
Q10 – done enough? Yes/no 
Q11 – addressed issue? Yes/no 
Q12 – satisfied w/law enforcement response? Yes/no 
Q16 – your children at risk? Yes/no (English version only) 
Q18 – entity most responsible for preventing gang violence? (recoded)- 
Federal/prov.govt/police (1); Indo-Canadian Community/community at large; (3) 
family/home  
 
 
 
